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PANAMA  CANAL  COMMISSION 
35  CFR  Ch.  I 

Revised  Shipping  and  Navigation 
Rules  for  the  Panama  Canal 

AGENCY:  Panama  Canal  Commission. 
ACTION:  Final  rule. 

summary:  Upon  entry  into  force  on 
October  1, 1979,  of  the  Panama  Canal 
Treaty  of  1977,  the  United  States 
relinquished  and  Panama  assumed 
plenary  jurisdiction  over  what  was  the 
Canal  Zone.  Under  the  Panama  Canal 
Act  of  1979,  the  statute  implementing  the 
new  treaty,  the  Canal  Zone  Government 
was  disestablished  and  the  Panama 
Canal  Company  was  replaced  by  the 
Panama  Canal  Commission,  which  will 
operate  the  waterway  until  the 
termination  of  the  treaty  of  December 
31, 1999.  This  rule  contains  the 
regulations  of  the  Commission  relating 
to  shipping  and  navigation  in  the 
Panama  Canal. 

DATE:  These  rules  are  effective 
December  30, 1981. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT. 

Mr.  Michael  Rhode,  Jr.,  Secretary, 

Panama  Canal  Commission,  (202)  724- 
0104,  or  Mr.  Dwight  A.  McKabney, 
General  Counsel,  Panama  Canal 
Commission,  Telephone  in  Balboa 
Heights,  Republic  of  Panama  52-7511. 
SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 

On  November  27, 1981,  a  notice  of 
proposed  rulemaking  was  published  .in 
the  Federal  Register  (46  FR  57915) 
setting  forth  revisions  to  the  shipping 
and  navigation  regulations  of  the 
Commission.  The  vast  majority  of  the 
proposed  changes  were  designed  to 
eliminate  references  to  functions  which, 
as  a  result  of  the  Panama  Canal  Treaty 
of  1977  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Republic  of  Panama  and  the 
legislation  implementing  the  terms  of 
that  international  accord,  are  no  longer 
the  responsibility  of  the  Canal  agency. 
The  revised  regulations  reflect  the 
organization,  structure  and 
responsibilities  of  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission.  Among  the  substantive 
changes,  some  provisions  were  added  to 
fill  gaps  in  the  former  rules,  while  others 
were  intended  to  incorporate  into  formal 
regulations  existing  requirements  which, 
to  date,  have  been  published  in  Marine 
Director’s  Notices  to  Shipping.  Finally, 
other  changes  clarified  and  simplified 
the  regulations  and  made  the  wording  of 
the  sections  uniform. 

Interested  parties  were  given  the 
opportunity  to  submit  comments  by 
December  20, 1981. 

A.  All  comments  with  respect  to  the 
proposed  revision  were  given  due 


consideration.  In  addition  to  the 
correction  of  typographical  errors  and 
language  changes  for  clarification,  the 
following  changes  in  the  revised  rules 
are  made: 

1.  Section  101.10(a)  is  reworded  for 
clarification  purposes  and  to  eliminate 
items  (9) — "Report  of  structural 
alterations  and  of  changes  in  use  of 
tanks  or  other  spaces  since  last  transit” 
and  (11) — “Declaration  as  to  vessel’s 
port(s)  of  departure,  destination,  and 
ports  of  call,  within  the  last  three 
months,  with  the  corresponding  actual 
or  approximate  dates”  among  the  list  of 
documents  that  must  be  ready  for 
delivery  to  the  Commission’s  boarding 
officer  upon  the  arrival  of  a  vessel  at  the 
Canal. 

2.  Section  119.10  is  revised  to  indicate 
that  proficiency  in  English  of  applicants 
for  licenses  will  be  determined  by  the 
Supervisory  Language  Training 
Instructor  of  the  Office  of  Personnel 
Administration  rather  than  the  Marine 
Bureau  Committee  as  had  been  stated  in 
the  proposed  revision. 

3.  In  order  to  be  consistent  with 
§  119.16(c),  §  119.17(e)  is  revised  to 
exempt  applicants  for  renewal  of  license 
as  engineer  from  the  requirement  that 
they  be  certified  as  having  normal  color 
sense. 

4.  Section  103.6(d),  which  establishes 
the  minimum  draft  requirements  for 
transiting  vessels,  is  amended  in 
accordance  with  the  suggestion  of 
Bethlehem  Steel  Corporation  to  permit 
some  exceptions  to  the  requirements.  A 
new  paragraph  (4)  is  added  to  §  103.6(d) 
to  provide  that  a  vessel  whose  ballast 
draft  does  not  meet  the  minimum  draft 
requirements  established  by  the  section 
may  obtain  permission  to  transit  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Canal  authorities  on  a 
regular  basis  or  on  a  one-time  basis. 

Such  permission  to  transit  may  be 
granted  after  the  operator  of  the  vessel 
has  submitted  certain  information, 
specified  in  the  regulation,  that  relates 
to  the  vessel’s  suitability  for  transit. 
When  a  single  transit  is  authorized,  the 
Canal  authorities  may  impose  any 
special  conditions  that  may  be  required 
for  reasons  of  safety  or  continuance  of 
regular  Canal  operations.  Consequently, 
the  words  “having  a  draft  of  less  than 
the  minimum  authorized  draft  provided 
in  paragraph  (d)  of  this  section  or 

one  *  *  *”  are  deleted  from  the 
proposed  revision  of  §  103.6(h),  to  delete 
the  proposed  provision  which  would 
have  allowed  vessels  whose  ballast 
draft  do  not  meet  the  minimum 
requirements  to  transit  only  on  a  one¬ 
time  basis. 

B.  Certain  other  recommendations 
have  been  carefully  considered  but  have 
not  been  accepted.  The  following 


suggestions  were  not  adopted  for  the 
reasons  assigned: 

1.  It  has  been  recommended  that 

§  101.13,  which  authorizes  the  Marine 
Director  to  deny  entry  to  a  vessel  for 
failure  to  comply  with  Panama.Canal 
regulations,  be  revised  to  delimit  that 
authorization  for  fear  that  it  could  be 
used  at  some  future  time  to  justify  the 
exclusion  of  vessels  under  certain  flags 
from  the  Canal  for  political  or  other 
reasons.  This  concern  is  not  deemed 
valid  inasmuch  as  the  Treaty 
Concerning  the  Permanent  Neutrality 
and  Operation  of  the  Panama  Canal 
signed  by  the  United  States  and  the 
Republic  of  Panama  on  September  7, 

1977  provides  that  the  waterway  shall 
remain  permanently  neutral  and  open  to 
peaceful  transit  by  the  vessels  of  all 
nations  on  terms  of  entire  equality  and 
precludes  any  discrimination  against 
any  nation  or  its  citizens  or  subjects  in 
the  application  of  rules  and  regulations 
governing  navigation  through  the 
Panama  Canal. 

2.  The  authority  extended  to  the  Chief, 
Navigation  Division  or  his  designee  by 

§  109.6  for  determining  if  vessels 
arriving  for  transit  are  properly 
•quipped  and  for  approving  new 
construction  requirements  for  vessels 
utilizing  the  Panama  Canal  is  deemed 
necessary  for  reasons  of  safety  in  view 
of  the  peculiar  characteristics  of  this 
waterway.  Therefore,  while  the 
requirements  of  the  International 
Convention  for  Safety  of  Life  at  Sea  or 
other  international  agreements  currently 
in  force  are  taken  into  account  in 
determining  whether  a  vessel  is 
acceptable  for  transit  of  the  Canal,  the 
Commission  reserves  the  right  to  impose 
a  more  rigid  standard  if  that  is 
necessary  for  safety  reasons. 

3.  The  recommendation  that  §  113.1  be 
amended  to  state  specifically  that 
vessels  meeting  the  hazardous  cargo 
requirements  of  the  Intergovernmental 
Maritime  Consultative  Organization 
(IMCO)  shall  be  considered  as  meeting 
the  Panama  Canal  requirements,  is 
rejected.  Although  no  specific  mention 
of  IMCO  is  made  in  §  113.1(a),  it 
provides  that  definitions  and 
classification  of  dangerous  cargoes 
established  by  international  regulatory 
authorities,  which  would  include  IMCO, 
are  acceptable  to  the  Canal  authorities. 
Furthermore,  §  113.22  provides  that  a 
vessel  that  is  in  compliance  with  the 
regulations  of  the  United  States  or  of 
other  national  or  international 
regulatory  authorities  meeting  IMCO 
standards,  provided  the  vessel  is 
acceptable  for  entering  waters  over 
which  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  has 
jurisdiction,  will  be  acceptable  for 
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transit  of  the  Panama  Canal.  In  view  of 
the  foregoing  provisions,  we  think  it  is 
unnecessary  to  mention  IMCO 
specifically  in  §  113.1. 

4.  A  recommendation  that  the 
regulations  provide  for  the  suspension 
and  revocation  of  licenses  of  marine 
personnel  is  rejected.  We  note  that, 
under  existing  regulations  (§  119.4(e)), 
the  revocation  and  suspension  of  license 
provisions  are  not  applicable  to  marine 
personnel  employed  by  the  Commission. 
Inasmuch  as,  under  the  revised 
regulations,  marine  licenses  will  be 
issued  only  to  Commission  personnel, 
and  employees  o(  other  U.S. 

Government  agencies  operating  in  the 
Canal,  the  deletion  of  the  licensing 
revocation  and  suspension  provisions, 
does  not  represent  a  change  in  the 
policy  of  the  agency. 

5.  It  was  mistakenly  suggested  that 
the  revised  regulations  deleted  the 
vision  and  color  sight  test  requirement 
for  original  license  issuance.  Such  a 
requirement,  however,  is  included  in 

§  119.12(a). 

6.  It  was  erroneously  suggested  that 
the  revised  regulations  deleted  the 
requirement  for  examination  of 
candidates  for  pilot’s  license.  While  the 
list  of  subjects  to  be  tested  upon 
examination  provided  by  §  119.142  is 
being  deleted,  the  requirement  that 
candidates  pass  written  and  practical 
examinations  is  contained  in  the  revised 
§119.14. 

7.  It  has  been  recommended  that  the 
definition  of  an  “integrated  tug-barge 
combination”  provided  in  §  103.6(a)(5) 
be  revised  to  agree  with  33  CFR 
157.03(ee)  and  with  the  “Navigation  and 
Vessel  Inspection  Circular  No.  2-81.” 
This  recommendation  is  rejected  on  the 
grounds  that  the  definition  provided  in 

§  103.6(a)(5),  although  somewhat 
simplistic  and  not  containing  the 
concept  of  a  rigid  mechanical 
connection,  is  certainly  adequate  and 
probably  less  susceptible  of 
misinterpretation. 

8.  It  has  been  suggested  that,  in  order 
to  be  consistent  throughout  the 
regulations  in  the  use  of  the  word 
“length”,  the  table  of  minimum  drafts 
provided  in  §  103.6(d)(1)  be  revised  to 
state  “maximum  length”  as  is  stated  in 
§  103.6(e).  This  recommendation  is 
rejected  as  unnecessary. 

9.  It  has  been  recommended  that  the 
regulations  use  metric  measurements 
throughout.  The  change  is  not  warranted 
at  this  time  and  the  recommendation  is 
rejected.  It  will,  however,  be  given 
further  consideration  in  future  revisions 
of  35  CFR. 

Accordingly,  Subchapter  C  of  Chapter 
I  of  title  35,  Code  of  Federal  Regulations 
is  revised  as  set  forth  below. 


OMB  Clearance:  In  accordance  with 
the  Paperwork  Reduction  Act  of  1980, 

(44  U.S.C.  3507),  the  reporting  or 
recordkeeping  provisions  that  are 
included  in  this  final  rule  have  been 
approved  by  the  Office  of  Management 
and  Budget  (OMB).  The  control  number 
is  3207-G001. 

D.  P.  McAuliffe, 

Administrator. 

1.  Part  101  heading  is  revised  as 
follows: 

PART  101— ARRIVING  AND 
DEPARTING  VESSELS:  VARIOUS 
COMMUNICATION,  DOCUMENTATION, 
SANITATION  AND  ADMEASUREMENT 
REQUIREMENTS 

2.  Part  101  Table  of  contents  is  revised 
as  follows: 

Sec. 

101.1  Signal  stations  at  the  Canal  entrances. 

101.2  Boarding  of  arriving  vessels. 

101.3  Definition  and  functions  of  the 
boarding  officer. 

101.4  Measurement  of  vessel  making 
maiden  transit. 

101.8  Merchant  vessel  and  small  craft 
anchorages. 

101.9  Papers  required  by  boarding  officer. 

101.10  Same;  list. 

101.13  Entry  and  departure  of  vessels. 

101.14  Panama  Canal  waters;  definition. 

3.  Authority  citation  is  revised  as 
follows: 

Authority:  Issued  under  authority  vested  in 
the  President  by  sec.  1801,  Pub.  L.  96-70, 93 
Stat.  492:  EO  12215, 45  FR  36043. 

4.  Section  101.1  is  revised  as  follows: 

§  101.1  Signal  stations  at  the  Canal 
entrances. 

The  Panama  Canal  Commission 
maintains  established  signal  stations  at 
both  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  entrances 
of  the  Canal.  A  vessel  arriving  at  the 
Canal  must  communicate  with  the  signal 
station  which  is  located  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Canal  at  which  that  vessel 
arrives.  Vessels  required  to  be  equipped 
with  a  radiotelephone  pursuant  to  Part 
123  of  this  subchapter  must,  upon 
arrival,  communicate  with  the 
appropriate  signal  station  on  Channel 
12, 156.000  MHz.  All  other  vessels  may 
use  International  Code  and  flashing 
light.  Such  stations  are  also  utilized  to 
assist  in  control  of  traffic  within  Panama 
Canal  waters. 

5.  The  cross  reference  which  follows 
§  101.1  is  revised  as  follows: 

Cross  Reference:  See  Part  123  for 
provisions  respecting  radio  communication 
by  vessels  prior  to  arrival  and  while  they  are 
in  Panama  Canal  waters. 

6.  Section  101.2  is  revised  as  follows: 


§  101.2  Boarding  of  arriving  vessels. 

(a)  Unless  otherwise  directed,  all 
arriving  vessels  will  anchor  in 
designated  anchorages  to  await 
boarding  officers.  No  person  other  than 
boarding  officers  of  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission  and  the  Republic  of 
Panama  may  go  on  board  or  leave  any 
vessel  until  such  vessel  has  been 
entered  by  the  Commission  and,  where 
applicable,  by  the  Republic  of  Panama. 

(b)  Arriving  vessels  that  are  subject  to 
inspection  for  compliance  with  Panama 
Canal  shipping  and  navigation 
regulations  will  be  boarded  upon 
arrival.  The  boarding  will  occur  inside 
the  breakwater  at  the  Atlantic  entrance 
of  the  Canal  or  off  the  seaward  end  of 
the  dredged,  marked  channel  at  the 
Pacific  entrance.  It  will  be  performed  by 
a  Commission  boarding  officer  in 
accordance  with  the  procedures 
established  under  this  Part.  When  such 
vessels  are  not  boarded  immediately 
upon  arrival,  they  shall  anchor  in  a 
designated  anchorage  area  and  await 
the  boarding  officer. 

(c)  Admeasurement  functions  shall  be 
performed  on  arriving  vessels  either 
while  at  anchor  or  during  transit. 

7.  Section  101.3  is  revised  as  follows: 

§  101.3  Definitions  and  functions  of  the 
boarding  officer. 

(a)  Boarding  officer  means  any  official 
or  employee  of  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission  who  is  duly  assigned  the 
functions  of  a  boarding  officer,  including 
admeasurement  and  sanitation. 

(b)  The  Commission  boarding  officer 
shall  perform  the  functions  of 
admeasurer  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  Panama  Canal  tolls  and 
shall  make  inspection  for  the  purpose  of 
insuring  compliance  with  Panama  Canal 
shipping,  navigation  and  sanitation 
regulations. 

§  101.5  [Removed] 

8.  Section  101.5  is  removed. 

§  101.6  [Removed] 

9.  Section  101.6  is  removed. 

§  101.7  [Removed] 

10.  Section  101.7  is  removed. 

11.  Section  101.8(e)  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  101.8  Merchant  vessel  and  small  craft 
anchorages. 

***** 

(e)  If  there  are  any  discrepancies 
between  the  designated  anchorage  areas 
as  described  in  this  section  and  the 
anchorage  areas  as  described  in 
paragraph  4  of  Annex  A  of  the 
Agreement  in  Implementation  of  Article 
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III  of  the  Panama  Canal  Treaty  of  1977 
and  the  attachments  thereto,  the 
description  in  the  treaty  documents  shall 
govern. 

12.  Section  101.9  is  revised  as  follows: 

§  101.9  Papers  required  by  boarding 
officer. 

On  arrival,  there  shall  be  ready  for 
immediate  inspection  or  delivery,  as  the 
case  may  be,  to  the  boarding  officer  the 
required  number  of  copies  of  papers 
concerning  tonnage  of  vessel,  cargo,  and 
such  other  matters  upon  which  . 
information  is  necessary,  as  are 
prescribed  by  §  101.10.  The  required 
manifests,  lists  and  statements  shall  be 
sworn  to  by  the  Master  or  agent  of  the 
vessel.  Vessels  will  not  be  permitted  to 
transit  until  properly  cleared  by  the 
boarding  officer.  Failure  to  present  the 
required  papers  to  boarding  officers 
could  result  in  loss  of  the  vessel’s 
relative  position  in  the  movement 
schedule  and  delay  in  granting  the 
necessary  permission  to  depart. 

13.  Section  101.10  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§101.10  Same;  list 

(a)  Documents  for  Commission 
boarding  officer.  All  documents  listed 
below  shall  be  ready  for  immediate 
delivery  to  the  boarding  officer  when  he 
boards  the  vessel  upon  each  arrival  of 
the  vessel  at  the  Canal. 

Documents  required  and  number  of  sets 

(1)  Ship’s  information  (Panama  Canal 
Form  4398)— 1 

(2)  Clearance  from  last  port — 1 1 

(3)  All  certificates  of  a  sanitary 
nature — 1 1 

(4)  Stores  list — 1 

(5)  Cargo  declaration  (Panama  Canal 
Form  4363)— 1 2 

(6)  Panama  Canal  tonnage 
certificate — 1 

(7)  National  Register — 1 1 

(8)  General  arrangement  and  engine 
room  plans — 1 3 

(9)  Declaration  of  all  arms  and 
munitions  of  war  aboard  other  than 
explosives  declared  separately — 2  *■  4 

(10)  Crew  list  (Panama  Canal  Form 
1509)— 2 

(11)  Passenger  lists,  transiting  and 
landing  (Panama  Canal  Forms  18  and 
20)— 2 

(b)  Crew  list.  For  purposes  of 
additional  identification  of  crew 
members,  all  copies  of  the  crew  list 

1  For  examination  and  possible  retention. 

2  Not  required  of  vessels  of  war  or  auxiliary 
vessels  as  those  terms  are  defined  in  the  Treaty 
Concerning  the  Permanent  Neutrality  and  Operation 
of  the  Panama  Canal  (September  7, 1977). 

3  Not  required  enless  ship  transits  Canal. 

4  Not  required  enless  such  cargo  is  carried. 


required  by  this  section  shall  include  for 
each  seaman  the  serial  number  of  his 
certificate  of  identification,  continuous 
discharge  book,  passport  or  other 
satisfactory  identifying  documentation. 
In  addition,  the  given  name  and  middle 
initial,  as  well  as  the  family  name,  shall 
be  shown  for  all  seamen. 

(c)  Passenger  list.  All  copies  of  the 
passenger  list  required  by  this  section 
shall  be  accurate  and  legible  and  shall  ‘ 
be  delivered  to  the  boarding  officer.  The 
list  shall  show  passengers  in 
alphabetical  order. 

(Control  number  3207-0001) 

§101.11  [Removed] 

14.  Section  101.11  is  removed. 

15.  Section  101.13  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  101.13  Entry  and  departure  of  vessels. 

(a)  An  arriving  vessel  shall  be  entered 
at  either  the  Pacific  or  Atlantic  entrance. 
A  vessel  is  entered  by  the  Canal 
Commission  authorities  upon  the  report 
of  the  boarding  officer  and  it  is  not 
necessary  for  the  Master  to  come  ashore 
for  that  purpose.  At  the  discretion  of  the 
Marine  Director,  a  vessel  may  be  denied 
entry  for  failure  to  comply  with  Panama 
Canal  regulations.  In  certain  cases 
vessels  may  be  provisionally  entered. 
When  provisional  entry  is  granted, 
vessels  may  remain  in  Canal  waters 
only  under  the  conditions  set  forth  in  the 
provisional  entry.  Permission  to  enter 
port  waters  will  be  given  by  the 
Republic  of  Panama. 

(b)  Any  vessel  that  has  entered  or  has 
provisionally  entered  the  Canal  shall, 
prior  to  its  departure  therefrom,  obtain 
permission  from  the  Chief,  Navigation 
Division  or  his  designee.  Permission  to 
depart  shall  be  issued  only  after  the 
Chief,  Navigation  Division  has  satisfied 
himself  that: 

(1)  All  documents  and  statistical  data 
required  for  entry  or  provisional  entry 
by  the  Canal  authorities  respecting  the 
vessel  and  its  cargo  have  been 
furnished;  and 

(2)  Tolls  and  other  charges  for 
services  or  supplies  furnished  by  the 
Panama  Canal  Commission  have  been 
paid  or  the  payment  secured. 

16.  Section  101.14  is  added  as  follows: 

§  101.14  Panama  Canal  waters;  definition. 

As  used  in  this  Subchapter,  the  term 
"Panama  Canal  waters”  or  "Canal 
waters”  refers  to  all  waters  lying  within 
the  Canal  operating  area  described  in 
Annex  A  of  the  Agreement  in 
Implementation  of  Article  in  of  the 
Panama  Canal  Treaty  of  1977  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  the 


Republic  of  Panama  and  depicted  in 
attachments  thereto. 

Part  103  is  amended  as  follows: 

PART  103— GENERAL  PROVISIONS 
GOVERNING  VESSELS 

17.  Part  103  Table  of  Contents  is 
revised  as  follows: 

Sec. 

103.1  Regulations  to  be  kept  aboard. 

103.2  Denial  of  passage  to  dangerous  vessel. 

103.3  Discovery  of  defect  in  vessel  during 
transit  or  while  underway. 

103.4  Load  and  trim. 

103.5  Deck  load. 

103.6  Size  and  draft  limitations  of  vessels. 

103.7  Temporary  holding  of  vessels. 

103.8  Order  of  transiting  of  vessels. 

103.9  Passenger  steamers  given  preference 
in  transiting. 

103.10  Vessels  required  to  be  equipped  with 
certain  indicators. 

103.11  Vessels  without  mechanical  signal 
system  to  engine  room  subject  to  delay  in 
transiting. 

103.12  Discharge  of  firearms. 

103.13  Firing  of  salutes. 

103.14  Colors  and  house  flags. 

103.15  Boarding  vessels  at  anchor  or 
underway. 

103.16  Meals  to  be  furnished  by  vessel  in 
certain  cases. 

103.17  Boat  for  handling  lines. 

103.18  Pilot  ladders,  hoists  and  side  ports. 

103.19  Requirements  for  pilot  platforms. 

103.20  Disabling  of  engines. 

103.21  Precautions  against  emission  of 
sparks,  smoke  or  noxious  gases. 

103.25  Fishing  or  placing  of  nets  or  other 
obstructions  prohibited. 

103.26  Obstructions  not  to  be  placed  across 
channels  or  anchorages. 

103.27  Clear  view  forward  from  the  bridge 
and  steering-light  requirement  for  certain 
vessels. 

103.28  Towing  of  certain  vessels  required. 

103.29  Anchoring  in  Panama  Canal  waters. 

103.30  Requirements  for  all  dead  tows. 

103.32  Engine  orders  to  be  recorded. 

103.33  Navigation  in  Gaillard  Cut. 

103.34  Same;  Control  by  Chief.  Navigation 
division. 

103.39  Arrow  signals;  locks. 

103.40  Transit  schedules;  pennants. 

103.41  Ships  to  display  schedule  number. 

103.42  Maneuvering  characteristics;  data 
required. 

18.  Authority  citation  is  revised  as 
follows: 

Authority:  Issued  under  authority  vested  in 
the  President  by  sec.  1801,  Pub.  L.  96-70,  93 
Stat.  492;  EO  12215,  FR  36043. 

19.  Section  103.3  is  revised  as  follows: 

§  103.3  Discovery  of  defect  in  vessel 
during  transit  or  while  underway. 

Upon  the  discovery  during  transit  of 
the  Canal,  or  at  any  time  while 
underway,  of  any  defect  in  a  vessel  of 
such  serious  nature  that  it  might 
interfere  with  further  passage  or  with 
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her  safe  navigation,  the  vessel  shall  stop 
and,  if  practicable,  be  anchored  or 
moored  at  the  first  available  place.  A 
full  report  shall  be  made  immediately  to 
the  Chief,  Navigation  Division  or  his 
designee  by  radio  or  by  the  best  means 
available. 

20.  Section  103.4(b)  and  (c)  are  revised 
as  follows: 

§  103.4  Load  and  Trim. 

***** 

(b)  A  vessel  having  a  list  of  between  3 
degrees  and  10  degrees,  or  which  is  so 
loaded  or  so  trimmed  as  to  adversely 
affect  her  manuverability,  may  be 
permitted  to  transit  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Chief,  Navigation  Division  or  his 
designee.  If  such  vessel  is  allowed  to 
transit,  however,  it  may  do  so  only  at  its 
own  risk  and,  to  the  extent  and  in  the 
proportion  that  such  failure  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  this  section  proximately 
causes  or  contributes  to  a  casualty  and 
resulting  damages,  the  Master  of  such 
vessel  on  behalf  of  said  vessel,  her 
owners,  operators,  or  any  other  persons 
having  any  interest  in  her,  and  for 
himself,  will  be  considered  to  have 
released  the  Panama  Canal  Commission 
and  the  United  States  from,  and  to  have 
indemnified  them  against,  any  loss, 
damage,  or  liability  incurred  by  the 
Commission,  or  the  United  States  under 
or  in  respect  to: 

(1)  Sections  1411  through  1416, 
inclusive,  of  Pub.  L.  96-70,  93  Stat.  485- 
87. 

(2)  Property  of  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission  or  the  United  States;  and 

(3)  Panama  Canal  Commission 
employees  under  the  Federal 
Employees’  Compensation  Act,  5  U.S.C. 
8101,  et  seq.,  or  any  other  employee 
compensation  system. 

The  Master  of  the  vessel  that  fails  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  this  section 
may  be  required  to  execute,  in  the 
presence  of  a  Commission  official,  a 
form  undertaking  to  release  the  Panama 


Canal  Commission  and  the  United 
States  from  liability  in  case  of  an 
accident  and  to  indemnify  the 
Commission  and  the  United  States  for 
any  damages  sustained.  The  failure  of 
the  Master  of  a  vessel  to  sign  such  a 
form,  however,  will  not  relieve  the 
vessel,  her  owners,  or  any  other  person 
having  an  interest  in  her  from  liability 
incurred  as  a  result  of  the  vessel’s 
failure  to  meet  the  requirements  of  this 
section. 

(c)  Nothing  shall  be  done,  or  permitted 
to  be  done,  by  the  Master  or  any 
member  of  the  crew,  which  would  alter 
the  trim  or  draft  of  a  vessel  while  it  is 
transiting  the  Canal,  without  the  prior, 
express  approval  of  the  pilot. 

21.  Section  103.5  is  revised  as  follows: 
§103.5  Deck  load. 

(a)  A  vessel  carrying  a  deck  load  shall 
have  it  so  stowed  as  to  be  sufficiently 
clear  to  provide  safe  working  space 
around  all  chocks,  bitts,  and  other  gear 
used  in  transiting  and  so  arranged  as  to 
not  obstruct  any  direct  lead  from  chocks 
to  bitts. 

(b)  Vessels  may  transit  with  deck 
cargo  protruding  over  one  side  not  to 
exceed  15.0  feet  if  the  maximum  beam, 
including  protrusions,  does  not  exceed 
85.0  feet  Pursuant  to  section  1411  of 
Pub.  L  96-70, 93  Stat.  485,  however,  the 
Commission  may  not  consider  any  claim 
for  damages  on  account  of  any  injury  to 
such  cargo  which  might  be  sustained 
while  the  vessel  is  passing  through  the 
locks  of  the  Canal. 

22.  Section  103.6  is  revised  as  follows: 

§  103.6  Size  and  draft  limitations  of 
vessels. 

(a)  Definitions  as  used  in  this  section: 

xi)  “TFW”  means  Tropical  Fresh 
Water  of  Gatun  Lake,  density  .9954  gms/ 
cc  at  85°F.  (Transition  to  fresh  water 
frequently  alters  the  trim  of  large 
vessels  3"  to  4"  by  the  head.) 


(2)  “Published  TFW  maximum  draft” 
means  the  deepest  point  of  immersion  in 
Gatun  Lake  waters  as  promulgated  by 
the  Marine  Director,  taking  into  account 
the  water  level  of  Gatun  Lake  and  other 
limitations  deemed  necessary  because 
of  restrictions  in  the  Canal. 

(3)  “Maximum  authorized  transit 
draft”  means  the  deepest  point  of 
immersion  in  TFW  of  a  particular  vessel 
authorized  at  anytime,  Gatun  Lake  level 
and  Canal  restrictions  permitting. 

(4)  “Commercial  vessel”  means  a  self- 
propelled  vessel,  other  than  a  naval, 
military  or  other  public  vessel. 

(5)  “Integrated  tug-barge 
combination”  means  a  barge  that  is 
specifically  configured  to  receive  a 
tugboat  and  with  the  tug,  becomes,  in 
effect,  a  single  self-propelled  unit. 

(6)  “Non-self-propelled  vessel”  means 
a  vessel  which  either  does  not  have  an 
installed  means  of  propulsion,  or  has  an 
installed  means  of  propulsion  which  is 
not  functioning  during  transit. 

(7)  “Barge”  means  a  flat-bottomed 
vessel  of  hull  body  and  heavy 
construction  without  installed  means  of 
propulsion. 

(b)  Maximum  authorized  transit  draft 
of  vessels  with  draft  in  excess  of  35  feet, 
six  inches. 

(1)  Prior  to  the  initial  transit  of  a 
vessel  whose  transit  draft  will  exceed  35 
feet,  six  inches,  owners,  operators,  or 
agents  must  supply  in  full  the 
information  required  in  subparagraph 
(b)(2)  of  this  section  and  request  the 
maximum  authorized  transit  draft  for 
the  vessel  (deepest  point  of  immersion 
TFW)  from  the  Chief,  Navigation 
Division  or  his  designee,  no  later  than 
two  weeks  prior  to  loading  of  the  vessel. 
This  request  will  be  returned  with  the 
approved  maximum  authorized  transit 
draft  stamped  thereon. 

(2)  The  information  required  by 
subparagraph  (b)(1)  of  this  section  shall 
be  submitted  in  the  following  format: 


Information  Needed  Prior  to  Initial  Transit  Through  the  Panama  Canal 

Bilge  Information 

Name  of  vessel  . — —  Date  ■ 

Authorized  Tropical  Fresh  Water  Load  Line - 

Admeasurer - Certified  as  Correct - 

[Master-Owners — Agents] 

(1)  “A” — Half  breadth  of  vessel  to  the  outside  of  shell - . 

(2)  “R” — Radius  of  turn  of  bilge  (Feet  &  Inches) - 

(3)  “DR” — Dead  rise  at  side  of  vessel  (Inches) - 
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^  Half  Breadth  to  Outside  of  Shell  -  "A"  hJ 

r* -  *1 

Note.— On  an  off-center  lut:k<tgf!  with  the  vessel  touching  the  lock  wall,  the  turn  of  the  bilge  wilt  clear  the  lock -wall  batters  at  the  most 
critical  point  as  shown  in  the  Table  of  Limiting  Drafts,  subparagraph  (d)(3)  of  this  section. 


(c)  Draft  during  initial  transit.  The 
initial  transit  is  permitted  at  the 
maximum  authorized  transit  draft.  After 
the  initial  transit,  unless  the  vessel’s 
agent  or  owner  is  notified  of  any 
restrictions  imposed  by  Canal 
authorities,  this  maximum  authorized 
transit  draft  will  remain  in  effect. 

(d)  Minimum  transit  drafts,  measured 
in  salt  water. 

(1)  All  vessels  transiting  the  Canal 
must  have  sufficient  ballast  to  permit 
safe  handling  during  transit.  The 
following  are  minimum  salt  water  drafts 
(TSW)  for  ships  anticipating  transit: 


Length 

Minimum  drafts 

Up  to  425' . 

Over  425'  but  not  more  than 

ranges  over  the  forecastle 
from  center  of  navigation 
bridge. 

8'  forward,  14'  aft,  TSW. 

475.0'. 

Over  475'  but  not  more  than 

18’  forward,  20'  aft,  TSW. 

525.0'. 

Over  525'  but  not  more  than 

20'  forward.  22'  aft,  TSW. 

580.0'. 

Over  580'  but  not  more  than 

22"  forward,  24'  aft,  TSW. 

625.0'. 

Over  625' . 

24'  forward,  26'  aft,  TSW. 

(2)  The  vessel’s  drag  must  not 
adversely  affect  maneuverability. 


(3)  The  following  table  provides  the 
limiting  drafts  due  to  bilge  radius: 

Table  of  Limiting  Drafts  Due  To  Bilge 
Radius  Contacting  Chamber  Batters 

[Allows  for  6-inch  thick  rubber  fenders  on  lock  walls  at 
batter  locations] 


Radius  of  turn  of  bilge  (feet) 

r 

2’ 

3- 

4' 

5' 

0" . 

35'8" 

36'6" 

37'4" 

38’2" 

390" 

1" . 

35'9" 

357" 

37'5" 

38'3" 

39T’ 

2" . 

3510" 

36'8" 

37'6" 

38'4" 

39'2" 

3" . 

35'10" 

36'8" 

37‘6" 

38'5" 

39'3" 

4" . 

35’11" 

36'9” 

377" 

38’5" 

39'3" 

5" _ 

36'0" 

36'10" 

37'8" 

38'6" 

39'4" 

6” . 

36T' 

36'11" 

37'9" 

387" 

3&S" 

7" . 

36'2" 

37'0" 

37'10" 

388" 

39'6" 

8" . 

363" 

37'1 " 

37'11" 

38’10" 

9" . 

36'3" 

37'1" 

38'0" 

38'10” 

10" . 

36'4" 

37'2" 

380" 

3810" 

11" _ 

36'5" 

37'3" 

38'1" 

3811" 

Example:  To  find  draft  of  ship  having  a 
radius-of-tum-of-bilge  of  4'4"  read  across  top 
of  table  to  column  headed  4'  thence  down 
column  opposite  4  inches — Read  38’5". 

Note:  Dead  Rise  not  included  in  above 
tabulations  and  must  be  added  to  above 
readings. 

(4)  A  vessel  whose  ballast  draft  does 
not  meet  the  minimum  draft 
requirements  established  by  this  section 
may  be  accepted  for  transit  on  a  regular 
basis,  provided  the  vessel  operator 


requests  permission  and  submits  the 
following  information  to  the  Marine 
Bureau  of  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission:  (i)  principal  dimensions  of 
the  vessel;  (ii)  deepest  attainable 
minimum  draft  (fore  and  aft);  (iii) 
limitations  on  visibility  fore  and  aft  from 
the  navigation  bridge;  (iv)  necessary 
excerpts  from  the  vessel’s  plans, 
drawings  and  maneuvering  data  that 
relate  to  the  vessel’s  suitability  for 
transit. 

(5)  The  vessel  will  be  inspected  by  the 
Canal  authorities  upon  its  first  visit  after 
such  a  request  is  made.  If  the  vessel  is 
acceptable  for  transit  at  less  than  the 
prescribed  minimum  draft,  the  operator 
will  be  notified  that  transit  on  a  regular 
basis  is  authorized  provided  the  vessel 
meets  the  special  minimum  draft  that  is 
specified  in  the  notice. 

(6)  If  the  vessel  is  found  not  to  be 
acceptable  for  transit  on  a  regular  basis, 
a  single  transit  may  be  authorized,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Canal  authorities, 
subject  to  the  imposition  of  any  special 
conditions  that  may  be  required  for 
reasons  of  safety  or  continuance  of 
regular  Canal  operations. 

(e)  Maximum  length. 
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(1)  The  maximum  length  overall, 
including  bulbous  bow,  for  a  commercial 
vessel  acceptable  for  regular  transit  is 
900.0  feet,  except  passenger  and 
container  ships  which  may  be  950.0  feet 
in  overall  length. 

(2)  The  maximum  length  for  integrated 
tug-barge  combination  acceptable  for 
regular  transit  is  900.0  feet  overall, 
including  the  tug.  A  tug-barge 
combination  must  transit  together  as 
one  unit,  with  the  tug  supplying  the 
propelling  power. 

(3)  The  maximum  aggregate  overall 
length  for  non-self-propelled  vessels 
acceptable  for  transit  is  850.0  feet, 
including  accompanying  tugs. 
Accompanying  tugs  must  lock  through 
with  the  non-self-propelled  vessel. 

(f)  Maximum  beam. 

(1)  The  maximum  extreme  beam  for  a 
commercial  vessel  and  the  integrated 
tug-barge  combination  acceptable  for 
regular  transit  is  106.0  feet. 

(2)  In  the  discretion  of  the  Chief, 
Navigation  Division  or  his  designee, 
commercial  vessels,  including  integrated 
tug-barge  combinations,  having  an 
extreme  beam  of  between  106.0  and 
107.0  feet  may  be  permitted  to  transit  on 
a  one-time  basis  only  if  the  deepest 
point  of  immersion  does  not  exceed  37.0 
feet  TFW. 

(3)  The  maximum  extreme  beam  for 
non-self-propelled  vessels  (other  than 
integrated  tug-barge  combinations) 
acceptable  for  transit  is  100.0  feet. 

(g)  Previous  approvals  and  one-time 
transits.  Vessels  approved  for  regular 
transit  prior  to  December  20, 1976  whose 
maximum  length  or  beam  slightly 
exceed  the  limits  set  forth  in  paragraphs 
(e)  and  (f)  may  continue  to  transit  on  a 
regular  basis.  After  that  date,  approval 
will  not  be  given  for  transit  of  other 
commercial  vessels  whose  extreme 
beam  exceeds  106.0  feet  by  any  amount, 
except  for  vessels  transiting  on  a  one¬ 
time  delivery  basis. 

(h)  Release  from  liability.  If  a  vessel 
having  a  beam  in  excess  of  106.0  feet  is 
permitted  to  transit  on  a  one-time  basis, 
such  vessel  may  do  so  only  at  its  own 
risk  and,  to  the  extent  and  in  proportion 
that  such  failure  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  this  section  proximately 
causes  or  contributes  to  a  casualty  and 
resulting  damages,  the  Master  of  such 
vessel,  on  behalf  of  said  vessel,  her 
owners,  operators,  or  any  other  person 
having  an  interest  in  her,  and  for 
himself,  will  be  considerd  to  have 
released  the  Panama  Canal  Commission 
and  the  United  States  from,  and  to  have 
indemnified  them  against,  any  loss, 
damage  or  liability  incurred  by  the 
Panama  Canal  Commission  or  the 
United  States  under,  or  in  respect  to: 

(1)  Sections  1411  through  1416, 
inclusive,  of  Pub.  L.  96-70,  93  Stat.  485- 
87; 


(2)  Property  of  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission  or  the  United  States;  and 

(3)  Panama  Canal  Commission 
employees  under  the  Federal 
Employees’  Compensation  Act  5  U.S.C. 
8101,  et  seq.,  or  any  other  employee 
compensation  system. 

The  Master  of  the  vessel  that  fails  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  this  section 
may  be  required  to  execute,  in  the 
presence  of  a  Commission  official,  a 
form  undertaking  to  release  the  Panama 
Canal  Commission  and  the  United 
States  from  liability  in  case  of  an 
accident  and  to  indemnify  the 
Commission  and  the  United  States  for 
any  damages  sustained.  The  failure  of 
the  Master  of  a  vessel  to  sign  such  a 
form,  however,  will  not  relieve  the 
vessel,  her  owners,  or  any  other  person 
having  an  interest  in  her  from  liability 
incurred  as-a  result  of  the  vessel’s 
failure  to  meet  the  requirements  of  this 
section. 

(i)  Denial  of  transit  A  vessel  shall  not 
be  permitted  to  transit  the  Canal  under 
the  following  circumstances: 

(1)  When  the  vessel’s  maximum  point 
of  immersion  exceeds  its  maximum 
authorized  draft; 

(2)  when  the  vessel’s  maximum  point 
of  immersion  exceeds  the  published 
TWF  maximum  draft  then  in  effect; 

(3)  when  the  length  overall,  including 
bulbous  bow,  exceeds  that  stated  in 
paragraph  (ej  of  this  section,  unless  the 
vessel  was  approved  for  regular  transit 
prior  to  March  16, 1981;  or 

(4)  when  the  extreme  beam  exceeds 
that  stated  in  paragraph  (f)  of  this 
section  by  any  amount,  unless  the  vessel 
was  approved  for  regular  transit  prior  to 
March  10, 1981. 

(j)  General. 

(1)  Vessels  of  100.0  feet  beam  and 
over  whose  list,  trim  or  handling 
characteristics  are  such  as  to  endanger 
themselves,  Panama  Canal 
appurtenances  or  a  third  party,  may 
have  such  further  limitations  placed  on 
them  as  Canal  authorities  deem 
necessary  to  insure  reasonable  safety. 

(2)  The  draft  of  non-self-propelled 
barges  of  550.0  feet  or  more  in  length 
may  be  limited  when,  in  the  opinion  of 
Canal  authorities,  such  a  limit  is 
necessary  to  insure  reasonable  safety. 

(3)  Non-self-propelled  vessels,  other 
than  integrated  tug-barge  combinations, 
will  be  accepted  only  on  an  individual 
basis;  advance  permission  for  initial 
transit  as  a  non-self-propelled  vessel  is 
required.  Displacement  of  these  vessels 
is  limited  to  35,000  tons  and  the  draft 
requirements  of  paragraph  (d)  of  this 
section  are  applicable.  Riding  crews 
must  be  provided  in  sufficient  numbers, 
as  required  by  the  Chief,  Navigation 
Division,  to  safely  handle  towboat  lines 
and  boarding  ladders,  and  to  assist  in 
mooring. 


(4)  The  numerous  constraints  affecting 
the  transit  schedules  of  vessels  and 
tows  make  it  important  that  information 
provided  in  advance  of  the  initial  transit 
of  a  vessel  include  a  capacity  plan, 
general  arrangement  plans,  engine  room 
plans,  and  whenever  possible,  a 
photostatic  copy  of  national  register, 
load  line  certificate  and  Panama  Canal 
tonnage  certificate.  This  advance 
information  will  minimize  the  time  spent 
aboard  the  vessel  by  Panama  Canal 
officials  before  commencement  of  the 
initial  transit. 

23.  Section  103.7  is  revised  as  follows: 

§  103.7  Temporary  holding  of  vessels. 

The  Canal  authorities  may  hold  a 
vessel  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  a 
marine  accident  under  Parts  115  or  117 
of  this  chapter.  A  vessel  may  also  be 
held  until,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Canal 
authorities,  its  tenderness,  trim,  list, 
cargo,  hull,  machinery,  and  equipment 
have  been  put  into  such  condition  as 
will  make  die  vessel  reasonably  safe  for 
her  passage  through  the  Canal.  No  claim 
for  damages  shall  be  allowed  or 
considered  because  of  any  such 
temporary  holding  of  vessels. 

24.  Section  103.10(e)  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  103.10  Vessels  required  to  be  equipped 
with  certain  indicators. 
***** 

(e)  Any  vessel  which  fails  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  this  section  may  be 
denied  transit.  If  the  Canal  authorities 
decide  that  a  vessel  can  be  handled 
without  undue  danger  to  equipment  or  to 
personnel,  notwithstanding  her  failure  to 
comply  with  other  requirements  of  this 
section,  and  permit  her  to  transit,  such 
vessel  may  do  so  only  at  its  own  risk 
and,  to  the  extent  and  in  the  proportion 
that  such  failure  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  this  section  proximately 
causes  or  contributes  to  a  casualty  and 
resulting  damages,  the  Master  of  such 
vessel,  on  behalf  of  said  vessel,  her 
owners,  operators  or  any  other  persons 
having  any  interest  in  her,  and  for 
himself,  will  be  considered  to  have 
released  the  Panama  Canal  Commission 
and  the  United  States  from,  and  to  have 
indemnified  them  against,  any  loss, 
damage  or  liability  incurred  by  Panama 
Canal  Commission  or  the  United  States 
under,  or  in  respect  to; 

(1)  Sections  1411  through  1416, 
inclusive,  of  Pub.  L  96-70, 93  Stat.  485- 
87; 

(2)  Property  of  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission  or  the  United  States;  and 

(3)  Panama  Canal  Commission 
employees  under  the  Federal 
Employees’  Compensation  Act,  5  U.S.C. 
8101,  et  seq.,  or  any  other  employee 
compensation  system. 
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The  Master  of  the  vessel  that  fails  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  this  section 
may  be  required  to  execute,  in  the 
presence  of  a  Commission  official,  a 
form  undertaking  to  release  the  Panama 
Canal  Commission  and  the  United 
States  from  liability  in  case  of  an 
accident  and  to  indemnify  the 
Commission  and  the  United  States  for 
damages  sustained.  The  failure  of  the 
Master  of  a  vessel  to  sign  such  a  form, 
however,  will  not  relieve  the  vessel,  her 
owners,  or  any  other  person  having  an 
interest  in  her  from  liability  incurred  as 
a  result  of  vessel’s  failure  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  this  section. 

25.  Section  103.12  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  103.12  Discharge  of  firearms. 

No  firearms  of  any  kind  may  be 
discharged  from  vessels  while  in  Canal 
waters,  except  that  authorized  salutes 
by  vessels  of  war  will  be  permitted  by 
prior  arrangement  with  Canal 
authorities. 

26.  Section  103.13  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  103.13  Firing  of  salutes. 

Vessels  of  war  may  not  fire  salutes 
while  at  a  Commission  dock,  in  the 
locks,  or  in  Gaillard  Cub 

27.  Section  103.14  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  103.14  Colors  and  house  flags. 

During  daylight,  vessels  in  Canal 
waters  shall  display  their  colors  and 
house  flags. 

28.  Section  103.15  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  103.15  Boarding  vessels  at  anchor  or 
underway. 

Except  for  members  of  the  Canal 
boarding  party,  pilots,  Republic  of 
Panama  boarding  officials,  and  agents, 
in  the  performance  of  their  official 
duties,  and  such  other  persons  as  may 
be  authorized  by  Canal  authorities,  no 
person,  with  or  without  the  consent  of 
the  Master,  may  board  a  vessel  at 
anchor  or  underway  in  the  Canal 
waters. 

29.  Section  103.16  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  103.16  Meals  to  be  furnished  by  vessel 
in  certain  cases. 

Vessels  shall  furnish  meals  to  Panama 
Canal  pilots  without  charge  during  the 
ship’s  regular  meal  hours  and  shall 
furnish  a  meal  to  the  pilot  between  2200 
hours  and  0400  hours  if  the  vessel  is 
transiting  the  Canal  during  such  hours. 

In  addition,  vessels  shall  provide  meals 
without  charge  during  the  ship’s  regular 
meal  hours  to  any  other  Panama  Canai 
Commission  personnel,  other  than 


linehandlers,  whose  assignment  will 
require  them  to  be  aboard  the  vessel  for 
four  or  more  hours.  If  a  vessel  is  unable 
to  furnish  such  meals,  they  may  be 
furnished  by  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission  at  the  expense  of  the 
vessel. 

30.  Section  103.18  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  103.18  Pilot  ladders,  hoists  and  side 
ports. 

(a)  A  vessel  shall,  weather  permitting, 
have  both  an  accommodation  ladder 
and  a  pilot  ladder  rigged  and  ready  for 
use  upon  arrival  in  Canal  waters. 

(b)  The  pilot  ladder  shall  be 
constructed  and  rigged  in  accordance 
with  Regulation  17,  Chapter  V, 
International  Convention  for  Safety  of 
Life  at  Sea,  1974,  TLAS  9700,  except  that: 

(c)  When  the  distance  from  the  water 
line  to  the  point  of  access  of  the  vessel 
exceeds  nine  meters  or  30  feet,  a 
combination  pilot  ladder  and  short  brow 
accommodation  ladder  must  be 
provided  for  boarding  purposes. 

(d)  A  mechanical  pilot  hoist  may  be 
used  for  boarding  officials  and  pilots 
only  at  their  discretion,  and  provided 
that  the  design  and  construction  of  the 
hoist  and  ancillary  equipment  are  in 
accordance  with  Regulation  17,  Chapter 
V,  International  Convention  for  Safety 
of  Life  at  Sea,  1974. 

(e)  When  a  mechanical  pilot  hoist  is 
used,  a  ring  buoy  fitted  with  a  lifeline 
and  self-igniting  light  shall  be  available 
and  ready  for  immediate  use.  The  pilot 
ladder  required  by  §  103.18(a)  shall  be  in 
close  proximity  to  the  pilot  hoist,  ready 
for  immediate  use  but  lashed  up  so  as 
not  to  interfere  with  the  pilot  hoist. 

CD  When  the  side  ports  are  used  for 
boarding,  the  minimum  vertical  distance 
between  the  waterline  and  the  bottom  of 
the  side  port  at  any  draft  shall  be  six 
feet. 

31.  Section  103.19  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  103.19  Regulrements  for  pilot  platforms. 

(a)  Any  vessel  that,  in  accordance 
with  Panama  Canal  operation 
standards,  is  required  to  have  four  pilots 
aboard,  shall  provide  suitable  pilot 
platforms  for  the  assisting  pilots.  The 
purpose  for  the  pilot  platforms  is  to 
provide  shelters  from  sun  and  rain  for 
pilots  working  near  the  bow  or  the  stem 
of  a  vessel  and  to  provide  adequate 
visibility  around  the  Locks  in  order  to 
reduce  the  danger  of  damage. 

(b)  The  following  is  a  sketch  of  a 
simplified  pilot  platform  which  is 
acceptable  to  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission: 


(c)  Each  platform  is  to  be  erected  over 
the  furthest  forward  point  of  the  extreme 
beam  at  the  waterline  and  not  more 
than  six  inches  from  the  vertical  plane 
of  shell  plating.  For  vessels  of 
unorthodox  design  requiring  aft 
platforms,  they  shall  be  erected  at  a 
position  which  is  approximately  over 
the  aftermost  point  of  extreme  beam  at 
the  waterline  and  not  more  than  six 
inches  inboard  from  the  vertical  plane  of 
shell  plating. 

(d)  The  awning  Indicated  in  the  sketch 
in  paragraph  (b)  of  this  section  is  to  be 
made  of  suitable  material  to  provide 
shelter  from  sun  and  rain.  The  deck  of 
the  pilot's  platform  is  to  be  made  of 
wood  or  other  material  with  non-skid 
surface. 

32.  Section  103.29  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  103.20  Disabling  of  engines. 

Except  when  specifically  authorized 
by  the  Canal  authorities,  no  vessel  at 
any  dock  or  mooring  within  Canal 
waters  shall  have  its  engines  disabled  oi 
otherwise  rendered  inoperative. 

33.  Section  103.21  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  103.21  Precautions  against  emission  of 
sparks,  smoke  or  noxious  gases. 

Vessels  in  Canal  waters  shall  take  all 
necessary  precautions  to  avoid  the 
issuance  of  sparks,  excessive  smoke,  or 
noxious  gases. 

§  103.22  [Removed] 

34.  Section  103.22  is  removed. 

§  103.23  [Removed] 

35.  Section  103.23  is  removed- 
§  103.24  [Removed] 

36.  Section  103.24  is  removed. 
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37.  Section  103.25  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  103.25  Fishing  or  placing  of  nets  or 
other  obstructions  prohibited. 

No  fishing  nets  or  other  obstructions 
shall  be  placed  in  any  of  the  navigable 
waters  of  the  Panama  Canal.  Fishing 
boats  shall  not  anchor  for  the  purpose  of 
fishing  nor  haul  nets  or  trawls  in  the 
anchorages  or  navigable  channels  of  the 
Canal.  Fishing  from  small  craft  in  the 
anchorages  or  navigable  channels  of  the 
Canal  is  prohibited. 

38.  Section  103.26  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  103.26  Obstructions  not  to  be  placed 
across  channels  or  anchorages. 

No  line,  pipe,  or  other  obstruction 
shall  be  passed  across  any  channel  or 
anchorage  so  as  to  obstruct  the  passage 
of  vessels* 

39.  Section  103.27  (a),  (b),  (c)  and  (e) 
are  revised  as  follows: 

§  103.27  Clear  view  forward  from  the 
bridge  and  steering  light  requirement  for 
certain  vessels. 

(a)  A  vessel  may  not  be  navigated  in 
Canal  waters  unless  there  is  a  clear, 
unobstructed  view  from  the  bridge. 

(b)  Vessels  having  a  distance  from  the 
bridge  to  the  stem  of  250  feet  or  more 
shall  have  installed,  at  or  near  the  stem, 
a  steering  range  equipped  with  a  fixed 
blue  light  which  shall  be  clearly  visible 
from  the  bridge  along  the  centerline.  If 
said  range  and  light  so  placed  would  be 
partially  or  completely  obstructed,  then 
two  such  ranges  and  lights  must  be 
installed  at  an  equal  distance  from  the 
centerline  and  shall  be  clearly  visible 
from  the  bridge  along  lines  parallel  to 
the  keel. 

(c)  Naval  or  military  vessels  exempted 
from  the  requirements  of  Part  111  of  this 
chapter  shall  also  be  exempt  from  the 
requirements  of  paragraphs  (b),  (d),  and 
(e)  of  this  section. 

***** 

(e)  The  use  of  this  steering  light  shall 
be  at  the  discretion  of  the  Manama  Canal 
pilot  who  has  control  of  the  navigation 
and  movement  of  the  vessel. 

40.  Section  103.28  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  103.26  Towing  of  certain  vessels 
required. 

A  vessel  arriving  at  an  entrance  to  the 
Canal  and  having  a  mean  draft  in  excess 
of  that  allowed  under  the  Load  Line 
Regulations  for  the  tropical  zone, 
applicable  for  the  voyage  on  which  the 
vessel  is  engaged,  as  determined  by  the 
American  Bureau  of  Shipping,  Lloyd's 
Register  or  other  acceptable  certifying 
agency,  is  required  to  take  the  services 
of  a  Panama  Canal  tug  or  tugs  from  the 
Pacific  entrance  Channel  Buoys  1  and  2 
to  Gamboa  Reach,  from  the  north  end  of 


Gatun  Locks  to  Buoy  3  in  the  Atlantic 
harbor,  and  vice  versa.  However,  in  the 
instances  where  the  overdraft  is 
negligable,  the  assignment  of  a  tug  or 
tugs  may  be  waived  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Chief,  Navigation  Division  or  his 
designee.  Any  vessel  without 
mechanical  motive  power,  or  the 
machinery  of  which  is  or  becomes 
disabled,  or  which  steers  badly,  or 
which  is  liable  to  become  unmanageable 
for  any  reason,  shall  be  towed  through 
the  Canal.  The  Canal  authorities  may 
require  any  vessel  to  take  a  tug  or  tugs 
through  Gaillard  Cut,  in  the  approaches 
to  the  locks,  or  in  any  other  part  of  the 
Canal,  when  in  their  judgment  such 
action  is  necessary  to  insure  reasonable 
safety  to  the  vessel  or  to  the  Canal  and 
its  appurtenances.  The  tug  service  in 
any  of  these  cases  shall  be  chargeable 
to  the  vessel.  The  Master  of  a  vessel 
which  steers  badly,  or  which  is  liable  to 
become  unmanageable  for  any  reason, 
shall  report  such  fact  and  request  the 
services  of  a  tug. 

41.  Section  103.29  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  103.29  Anchoring  in  Panama  Canal 
waters. 

No  vessel  shall  anchor  within  the 
navigable  waters  of  the  Canal  in  other 
than  a  designated  anchorage,  except  in 
an  emergency,  and  no  craft  shall  tie  up 
to  any  aid-to-navigation  in  Canal 
waters. 

42.  Section  103.30  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  103.30  Requirements  for  all  dead  tows. 

(a)  Preparation  for  Transit 

(1)  Upon  arrival,  the  tug  will  break  up 
the  tow  and  secure  the  bridle  so  that  no 
part  of  it  extends  below  the  surface  of 
the  water. 

(2)  Tows  shall  have  the  capability  of 
anchoring. 

(3)  Tows  will  be  inspected  before 
being  scheduled  for  transit. 

(4)  Agents,  operators  and  owners  will 
be  responsible  for  making  any  required 
alterations  or  additions  to  equipment  or 
stowage. 

(5)  Boarding  facilities  will  comply 
with  Regulation  17,  Chapter  V, 
International  Convention  for  Safety  of 
Life  at  Sea,  1974,  TIAS  9700.  There  must 
be  a  clear  passage,  free  of  obstructions, 
from  the  boarding  facility  to  all  working 
areas,  otherwise,  catwalks  with 
handrails  and  steps  must  be  provided. 

(6)  The  working  area  near  chocks  and 
bitts  on  all  dead  tows  must  be  clear  of 
obstructions  and  fitted  with  safety  rails 
or  lines  at  the  vessel's  sides. 

(b)  Transit  requirements. 

(1)  Tows  must  provide  a  pilot  shelter 
with  a  clear  view  forward,  on  the  center 
line,  approximately  midway  between 
the  bow  and  stem.  This  shelter  may  be 
permanent  or  portable,  but  must  protect 


the  pilot  from  the  elements.  All  tows 
with  a  beam  in  excess  of  79.9  feet  shall 
provide,  in  addition  to  the  center  line 
shelter,  pilot  shelters  at  the  extreme 
beams  from  which  the  pilots  may 
readily  view  the  vessel’s  sides. 

(2)  Dead  tows  must  be  equipped  with 
the  chocks  and  bitts  as  set  forth  in 

§  109.6  of  this  chapter. 

(3)  Tows  must  provide  mooring  and 
heaving  lines  and  have  mooring 
arrangements,  and  bitts  or  cleats  for 
securing  tugs  that  do  not  interfere  with 
those  chocks  and  bitts  required  for 
locomotive  wires. 

(4)  All  barges  will  be  fitted  so  that  a 
pusher  tug  can  be  secured  with  its  stem 
held  firmly  to  the  center  line  of  the 
barge.  Pushing  tugs  are  to  be  equipped 
with  wire  cable  snubbers  and  springs. 

(5)  All  barges  will  be  required  to  have 
portable  toilets  on  board  prior  to 
departure  for  transit 

43.  Section  103.32  (a)  and  (c)  are 
revised  as  follows: 

§  103.32  Engine  orders  to  be  recorded. 

(a)  Except  as  provided  in  paragraph 
(b)  of  this  section,  every  power-driven 
vessel  over  250  feet  in  length,  while 
navigating  in  Panama  Canal  waters 
under  the  control  of  a  Panama  Canal 
pilot,  shall  maintain  a  bridge  bell  book 
and  an  engine  room  bell  book.  The 
bridge  bell  book  shall  consist  of  a 
contemporaneous  record  of  each  engine 
order  and  the  time  it  is  transmitted  from 
the  bridge  to  the  engine  room.  The 
engine  room  bell  book  shall  consist  of  a 
contemporaneous  record  of  each  engine 
order  and  the  time  it  is  received  in  the 
engine  room. 

***** 

(c)  The  bell  books  and  automatic 
recording  referred  to  in  paragraphs  (a) 
and  (b)  of  this  section,  the  record  of  an 
automatic  course  recording  device,  if 
one  is  available,  and  any  log  books  must 
be  surrendered,  upon  request,  to  the 
pilot  or  to  the  Board  of  Local  Inspectors 
or  other  Canal  authorities  for  the 
purpose  of  inspection  and  reproduction. 

44.  Section  103.34  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  103.34  Same;  control  by  Chief, 
Navigation  Division. 

The  movement  of  vessels  in  Gaillard 
Cut  shall  be  regulated  by  the  Chief, 
Navigation  Division,  through  Marine 
Traffic  Control,  or  by  such  other  persons 
and  through  such  other  stations  or 
facilities  as  the  Canal  authorities  may 
designate. 

45.  Section  103.35  is  removed. 

§  103.35  IRemovedl 

46.  Section  103.36  is  removed. 
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§  103.36  [Removed] 

47.  Section  103.37  is  removed  as 
follows: 

§  103.37  [Removed] 

48.  Section  103.38  is  removed  as 
follows: 

§  103.38  [Removed] 

49.  Section  103.41  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  103.41  Ships  to  display  schedule 
number. 

Each  ship  shall  display  throughout  her 
transit,  the  flag  or  flags  designating  the 
schedule  number  on  which  it  is  running. 

50.  Section  103.41a  is  redesignated  as 
§  103.42  as  follows: 

§  103.41a  [Redesignated  as  §  103.42] 

PART  105— PILOTAGE 

Part  105  is  amended  as  follows: 

51.  Part  105  authority  citation  is 
revised  as  follows: 

Authority:  Issued  under  authority  vested  in 
the  President  by  sec.  1801,  Pub.  L  96-70, 93 
Stat.  492;  EO 12215,  45  FR  36043. 

52.  Section  105.1  is  revised  as  follows: 

§  105.1  Pilots  required. 

(a)  Except  as  provided  by  §§  105.2 
and  105.3,  or  by  paragraph  (c)  of  this 
section,  no  vessel  shall  pass  through, 
enter  or  leave  the  Canal,  or  maneuver  in 
the  Canal  or  waters  adjacent  thereto, 
including  the  ports  of  Cristobal  and 
Balboa,  without  having  a  Panama  Canal 
pilot  on  board. 

(b)  Normally  a  vessel  will,  unless 
advised  to  the  contrary  by  the  Chief, 
Navigation  Division  or  his  designee,  be 
boarded  by  the  Panama  Canal  pilot 
inside  the  breakwater  at  a  point  north  of 
the  Mole  Beacon  at  the  Atlantic 
entrance  and  in  the  Merchant  Vessel 
Anchorage  to  seaward  of  Buoys  1  and  2 
at  the  Pacific  entrance. 

(c)  In  conformity  with  past  practice, 
vessels  anchored  in  Anchorage  Area  C 
and  Anchorage  Area  F,  as  shown  in  the 
Pilot  Handbook,  Limon  Bay  Chart,  may 
proceed  to  sea  without  a  Panama  Canal 
Pilot  on  board.  All  such  vessels,  prior  to 
getting  underway,  must  obtain 
permission  to  depart  from  the  Cristobal 
Signal  Station. 

(d)  Whenever  the  Administrator  finds 
there  is  a  critical  shortage  of  certified 
Panama  Canal  pilots  available  for 
movement  of  vessels  in  Canal  waters,  he 
may  suspend  the  rule  on  compulsory 
pilotage  set  out  in'  paragraph  (a)  of  this 
section.  The  Administrator  shall  impose 
such  conditions  upon  the'  suspension  of 
the  rule,  with  respect  to  any  given 
vessel,  as  are  reasonable  and 
appropriate  to  protect  human  life  and 


property  and  to  safeguard  the  facilities 
of  the  Panama  Canal. 

53.  Section  105.2  is  revised  as  follows: 

§  105.2  Exemptions  from  compulsory 
pilotage. 

The  following  vessels  are  exempt 
from  compulsory  pilotage,  except  when 
the  Chief,  Navigation  Division  or  his 
designee  considers  a  pilot  necessary; 
nevertheless  a  pilot  will  be  furnished 
any  such  exempted  vessel  if  requested 
by  the  commanding  officer  or  Master 
thereof: 

(a)  Local  craft  such  as  United  States 
Army  and  United  States  Navy 
minesweepers,  landing  craft,  patrol 
boats  and  tugs,  and  Panama  Canal 
Commission  tugs  and  equipment,  except 
as  limited  by  paragraph  (c)  of  this 
section. 

(b)  Any  vessel  that  makes  frequent 
calls  to  Canal  waters  and  whose  current 
officers  and  crew  are,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Chief,  Navigation  Division  or  his 
designee,  capable,  by  reason  of  such 
frequent  calls  and  otherwise,  of  safely 
navigating  within  Canal  waters  and  are 
so  certified,  except  as  limited  by 
paragraph  (c)  of  this  section. 

(c)  Vessels  and  craft  enumerated  in 
paragraphs  [a)  and  (b)  of  this  section 
may  be  permitted  to  transit  the  Canal 
without  a  pilot  when,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Chief,  Navigation  Division  or  his 
designee,  the  current  officers  and  crew 
have  the  necessary  experience  and 
ability  to  make  safe  transit  and  such 
transit  is  specifically  approved. 
Whenever  any  such  vessel  or  craft 
makes  transit  without  a  pilot,  the  Chief, 
Navigation  Division  or  his  designee 
shall  dispatch  it  with  a  larger  vessel 
carrying  a  pilot  and  it  shall  lock  through 
with  that  vessel.  The  Chief,  Navigation 
Division  or  his  designee  shall  control  the 
movements  of  such  vessel  or  craft 
through  Gaillard  Cut  so  as  to  minimize 
the  danger  of  its  being  a  navigational 
hazard  to  larger  vessels. 

(d)  Any  other  vessel  or  craft  as  and  to 
die  extent  exempted  by  the  Marine 
Director. 

54.  Section  105.3  is  revised  as  follows: 

§  105.3  Vessels  in  distress. 

A  vessel  in  danger  or  distress  is  not 
prohibited  from  entering  the  waters  of 
the  Canal  any  time,  but  such  vessel 
shall,  when  practicable,  give  due  notice 
in  advance,  by  radio  or  otherwise,  and 
obtain  a  pilot,  if  possible.  Such  vessel 
shall,  except  in  an  emergency,  anchor  in 
the  designated  anchorage  area. 

55.  Section  105.4  is  revised  as  follows: 

§  105.4  Pilotage  charges. 

Pilotage  for  vessels  in  transit  through 
the  cantd  is  free,  but  whenever  any 


vessel  requires  a  pilot  for  other  than 
transit,  it  is  liable  for  the  applicable 
pilotage  charge. 

PART  107— MANNING  OF  VESSELS: 
REQUIREMENTS  CONCERNING 
OFFICERS  AND  CREW 

Part  107  is  amended  as  follows: 

56.  Part  107  authority  citation  is 
revised  as  follows: 

Authority:  Issued  under  authority  vested  in 
the  President  by  sec.  1801,  Pub.  L.  96-70, 93 
Stat.  492;  EO  12215, 45  FR  36043. 

57.  Section  107.1  is  revised  as  follows: 

§  107.1  Vessels  to  be  fully  manned. 

A  vessel  navigating  the  waters  of  the 
Canal  shall  be  sufficiently  manned  in 
officers  and  crew  to  permit  safe 
handling  of  the  vessel.  The  Canal 
authorities  may  deny  transit  of  the 
Canal  to  any  vessel  which,  in  their 
opinion,  is  insufficiently  manned  as  to 
officers  and  crew. 

58.  Section  107.2  is  revised  as  follows: 

§  107.2  Crew  on  watch. 

(a)  When  underway  in  Canal  waters, 
a  vessel  shall  keep  a  full  watch  on  deck 
and  in  the  engine  room.  When 
approaching  a  lock,  moored  temporarily 
to  a  lock  wall  or  when  in  a  lock 
chamber,  a  vessel  shall,  when  so 
requested  by  die  pilot,  have  sufficient 
seamen  forward  and  aft  to  handle  lines 
expeditiously. 

(b)  Except  as  provided  in  subsection 

(c),  when  anchored,  moored,  or  lying  at 
a  Panama  Canal  Commission  pier  a 
vessel  shall  at  all  times  have  on  board 
at  least  one  qualified  deck  officer,  one 
qualified  engineer  officer  familiar  with 
the  machinery  and  layout  of  the  vessel, 
and  sufficient  crew  to  provide  for  the 
safety  of  the  vessel. 

(c)  The  manning  levels  of  Commission 
vessels  shall  be  determined  by  the 
Marine  Director  of  his  designee. 

59.  Section  107.3  (b)  is  revised  and  (c) 
is  added  as  follows: 

§  107.3  When  Master  and  officers  must  be 
on  bridge  or  at  other  regular  stations. 

***** 

(b)  At  all  other  times  when  a  vessel  is 
moving  in  Canal  waters,  the  Master  of 
the  vessel,  or  his  qualified 
representative,  shall  be  present  on  the 
bridge  and  shall  keep  the  pilot  informed 
concerning  the  individual  peculiarities 
in  the  handling  of  the  vessel  so  that  the 
pilot  may  be  better  able  to  control  the 
navigation  and  movement  of  die  vessel. 
All  other  officers  shall  be  at  their  regular 
stations  throughout  the  maneuvers 
described  herein. 

(c)  The  Master,  or  his  qualified 
representative,  shall  ensure  at  all  times 
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that  the  pilot’s  orders  are  promptly  and 
properly  carried  out  by  the  vessel’s 
personnel. 

*  *  *  *  * 

PART  109— ENTERING  AND 
PREPARING  TO  ENTER  THE  LOCKS 

Part  109  is  amended  as  follows: 

60.  Part  109  authority  citation  is 
revised  as  follows: 

Authority:  Issued  under  authority  vested  in 
the  President  by  sec.  1801,  Pub.  L.  96-70, 93 
Stat.  492;  EO  12215,  45  FR  36043. 

61.  Section  109*3  is  revised  as  follows: 

§109.3  Same;  permits. 

Permits  for  embarking  or 
disembarking  at  the  locks  may  be  issued 
in  the  discretion  of  the  Chief,  Navigation 
Division  or  his  designee. 

62.  Section  109.6  is  revised  as  follows: 

§  109.6  Construction,  number,  and 
location  of  chocks  and  bitts. 

(a)  The  Chief,  Navigation  Division  or 
his  designee  is  responsible  for 
determining  if  vessels  arriving  for  transit 
are  properly  equipped.  The  Navigation 
Division  is  also  responsible  for  the 
approval  of  new  construction 
requirements  concerning  chocks  and 
bitts  which  are  utilized  for  locomotives 
and  tugs,  relay  operations,  tie-up 
operations,  boarding  facilities,  and 
wheelhouse  design  features,  including 
visability  factors. 

(b)  All  chocks  for  towing  wires  shall 
be  of  heavy  closed  construction  and 
shall  have  a  convex  bearing  surface 
with  a  radius  of  not  less  than  seven 
inches  (178  milimeters).  The  convex 
surface  shall  extend  so  that  a  wire  from 
the  bitt,  or  from  the  towing  locomotive 
through  the  chock,  shall  be  tangent  to 
the  seven-inch  (178  milimeter)  radius  at 
any  angle  up  to  90  degrees  with  respect 
to  a  straight  line  through  the  chock. 

(c)  No  part  of  the  vessel  which  may  be 
contacted  by  the  towing  wires,  at  any 
angle,  shall  have  less  than  a  seven-inch 
radius. 

(d)  Chocks  designated  as  single 
chocks  shall  have  a  throat  opening  of 
not  less  than  100  square  inches  (645 
square  centimeters)  in  area — preferred 
dimensions  are  12  x  9  inches  (305  x  229 
milimeters] — and  shall  be  capable  of 
withstanding  a  strain  of  100,000  pounds 
(43,331  kilograms)  on  a  towing  wire  from 
any  direction. 

(e)  Chocks  designated  as  double 
chocks  shall  have  a  throat  opening  of 
not  less  than  140  square  inches  (903 
square  centimeters)  in  area — preferred 
dimensions  are  14  x  10  inches  (356  x  254 
milimeters) — and  shall  be  capable  of 
withstanding  a  strain  of  140,000  pounds 


(64,000  kilograms)  on  the  towing  wires 
from  any  direction. 

(f)  Use  of  roller  chocks  is  permissible 
provided  they  are  not  less  than  14.94 
meters  (49  feet)  above  the  waterline  at 
the  vessel’s  maximum  Panama  Canal 
draft  and  provided  they  are  in  good 
condition,  meet  all  of  the  requirements 
for  solid  chocks  as  specified  in 
paragraphs  (a),  (b),  (c),  and  (d)  of  this 
section,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  are  so 
fitted  that  transition  from  the  rollers  to 
the  chock  body  will  prevent  damage  to 
towing  wires. 

(g)  Each  single  chock  shall  have  an 
accompanying  bitt  capable  of 
withstanding  a  strain  of  100,000  pounds 
(45,331  kilograms). 

(h)  Each  double  chock  located  at  the 
stem  and  at  the  stem,  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  (h)  of  this  section,  shall 
have  two  pairs  of  heavy  bitts  with  each 
bitt  of  each  pair  capable  of  withstanding 
a  strain  of  100,000  pounds  (45,331 
kilograms).  Other  double  chocks  shall 
have  a  pair  of  heavy  bitts  with  each  bitt 
capable  of  withstanding  a  strain  of 
100,000  pounds  (45,331  kilograms). 

(i)  All  vessels,  except  a  vessel  not 
requiring  locomotives,  shall  be  fitted 
with  a  double  chock  set  athwartships 
right  in  the  stem  and  another  double 
chock  set  athwartships  right  in  the  stem, 
except  that  on  vessels  of  less  than  75 
feet  beam,  two  single  chocks  may  be 
substituted  for  each  double  chock 
required  by  this  subsection;  on  vessels 
of  over  75  feet  beam,  two  double  chocks 
may  be  substituted  for  each  double 
chock  required  by  this  section.  If  such 
substitution  is  made,  the  chocks  shall  be 
placed  port  and  starboard  not  more  than 
eight  feet  abaft  the  stem  or  10  feet 
forward  of  the  stem,  provided  that  these 
chocks  are  not  more  than  10  feet  from 
the  center  line  of  the  vessel. 

(])  Vessels  under  60.06  meters  (200 
feet)  in  length  and  not  exceeding  9.14 
meters  (30  feet)  in  beam  shall  have  a 
double  chock  or  two  single  chocks  at  the 
stem  and  stem.  If  the  vessel  is  equipped 
with  the  two  single  chocks,  they  shall  be 
placed,  port  and  starboard,  not  more 
than  eight  feet  abaft  the  stem  or  10  feet 
forward  of  the  stem,  and  not  more  than 
10  feet  off  the  center  line. 

(k)  Vessels  60.96  to  121.92  meters  (200 
to  400  feet)  in  length  and  not  exceeding 
22.86  meters  (75  feet)  in  beam  shall  have 
a  double  chock  at  the  stem  and  at  the 
stem  or  two  single  chocks  at  the  bow 
and  stem,  port  and  starboard,  not  more 
than  eight  feet  abaft  the  stem  or  10  feet 
forward  of  the  stem  and  not  more  than 
10  feet  off  the  center  line  and  shall  have 
two  additional  single  chocks,  port  and 
starboard,  nine  to  16  meters  (30  to  50 
feet)  abaft  the  stem  and  nine  to  16 


meters  (30  to  50  feet)  forward  of  the 
stem. 

(l)  Vessels  121.92  to  173.74  meters  (400 
to  570  feet)  long  and  not  more  than  22.86 
meters  (75  feet)  in  beam  shall  have  a 
double  chock  at  the  stem  and  stem  or 
two  single  chocks  at  the  bow  and  stem, 
port  and  starboard,  and  in  addition  shall 
have  a  chock,  port  and  starboard,  12  to 
16  meters  (40  to  50  feet)  abaft  the  stem,  a 
single  chock  port  and  starboard,  24  to  28 
meters  (80  to  90  feet)  abaft  the  stem,  and 
a  single  chock,  port  and  starboard,  12  to 
16  meters  (40  to  50  feet)  forward  of  the 
stem. 

(m)  Vessels  over  173.74  meters  (570 
feet)  long  or  22.86  meters  (75  feet)  in 
beam  or  over  shall  have  a  double  chock 
at  the  stem  and  stem;  a  double  chock, 
port  and  starboard,  24  to  28  meters  (80 
to  90  feet)  abaft  the  stem;  a  double 
chock,  port  and  starboard,  12  to  16 
meters  (40  to  50  feet)  forward  of  the 
stem  and  a  single  chock,  port  and 
starboard,  24  to  28  meters  (80  to  90  feet) 
forward  of  the  stem. 

(n)  Vessels  with  large  flared  bows  or 
unusually  high  freeboard  such  as 
container  vessels  or  vehicle  carriers  will 
be  required  to  provide  single  closed 
chocks  located  further  aft  than  those 
required  in  paragraph  (1)  of  this  section 
for  correct  positioning  of  assisting  tugs 
or  may  be  required  to  fit  recessed  tug 
bollards  into  the  hull  so  the  tugs  can 
work  without  coming  in  contact  with  the 
bow  flare  or  having  extra  long  lines 
and/or  inefficient  leads. 

(o)  A  vessel  not  requiring  locomotives 
shall  have  a  chock  arrangement  similar 
to  that  described  in  paragraph  (i)  of  this 
section,  except  that  the  chocks  need 
only  be  single  chocks  or,  if  approved  by 
the  Canal  authorities,  of  lesser  strength. 

(p)  Any  vessel  which  fails  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  this  section  may  be 
denied  transit.  If  the  Marine  Director  or 
his  representative  decides  that  such  a 
vessel  can  be  handled  without  undue 
danger  to  equipment  or  to  personnel, 
notwithstanding  her  failure  to  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  this  section, 
and  allows  it  to  transit,  such  vessel  may 
do  so  only  at  its  own  risk  and,  to  the 
extent  and  in  proportion  that  such 
failure  to  meet  the  requirements  of  this 
section  proximately  causes  or 
contributes  to  the  casualty  and  resulting 
damages,  the  Master  of  such  vessel,  on 
behalf  of  said  vessel,  her  owners, 
operators,  or  any  other  persons  having 
any  interest  in  her.  and  for  himself,  will 
be  considered  to  have  released  the 
Panama  Canal  Commission  and  the 
United  States  from,  and  to  have 
indemnified  them  against,  any  loss, 
damage,  or  liability  incurred  by  the 
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Commission  or  the  United  States  under, 
or  in  respect  to: 

(1)  Section  1411  through  1416, 
inclusive,  of  Pub.  L.  96-70,  93  Stat.  485- 

87; 

(2)  Property  of  Panama  Canal 
Commission  or  the  United  States;  and 

(3)  Panama  Canal  Commission 
employees  under  the  Federal 
Employees’  Compensation  Act,  5  U.S.C. 
8101,  et  seq.,  or  any  other  employee 
compensation  system. 

The  Master  of  the  vessel  that  fails  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  this  section 
may  be  required  to  execute,  in  the 
presence  of  a  Commission  official,  a 
form  undertaking  to  release  the  Panama 
Canal  Commission  and  the  United 
States  from  liability  in  case  of  an 
accident  and  to  indemnify  the 
Commission  and  the  United  States  for 
damages  sustained.  The  failure  of  the 
Master  of  a  vessel  to  sign  such  a  form, 
however,  will  not  relieve  the  vessel,  her 
owners,  or  any  other  person  having  an 
interest  in  her  from  liability  incurred  as 
a  result  of  the  vessel’s  failure  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  this  section. 

PART  111— RULES  FOR  THE 
PREVENTION  OF  COLLISIONS 

Part  111  is  amended  as  follows: 

63.  Subpart  E  table  of  contents  is 
revised  as  follows: 

Subpart  E— Miscellaneous 

Sec. 

111.201  Distress  Signals. 

111.202  Orders  to  helmsman. 

111.203  Diving  operations;  industrial  and 
commercial;  recreational  skin  diving; 
light,  flag. 

111.204  Water  skiing  prohibited. 

111.205  Operation  of  small  craft  and 
recreation  vessels  on  the  Canal  waters.  ' 

111.206  Lookout. 

64.  Part  111  authority  citation  is 
revised  as  follows: 

Authority:  Issued  under  authority  vested  in 
the  President  by  sec.  1801,  Pub.  L.  96-70, 93 
Stat.  492;  EO  12215,  45  FR  36043. 

65.  Section  111.1  is  revised  as  follows: 

§  1 1 1.1  Application  of  Part 

The  provisions  of  this  Part  shall  be 
applicable  to  vessels  and  seaplanes 
upon  the  navigable  waters  of  the — 

(a)  Canal  operating  areas,  as  the  same 
are  described  in  Annex  A  of  the 
Agreement  in  Implementation  of.Article 
III  of  the  Panama  Canal  Treaty  of  1977, 
and  as  they  are  depicted  on  Attachment 
I  to  that  Annex,  between  a  line 
connecting  the  East  Breakwater  Light 
and  the  West  Breakwater  Light  at  the 
Atlantic  Entrance  to  the  Canal  in  Limon 
Bay  and  a  line  passing  through  Channel 
Buoys  1  and  2  extended  to  the  Canal 


boundary  lines  at  the  Pacific  Entrance  in 
Panama  Bay;  and 

(b)  Ports  of  Balboa  and  Cristobal. 

Upon  all  waters  of  the  Canal  to 
seaward,  outside  these  limits,  the 
International  Rules  apply.  Where  any 
naval  or  military  vessel  of  special 
construction  as  certified  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  or  the  Secretary 
of  Transportation  in  the  case  of  Coast 
Guard  vessels  operating  under  the 
Transportation  Department,  or  by  a 
corresponding  official  of  a  state,  other 
than  the  United  States,  shall  by  virtue  of 
statute,  convention  or  treaty,  be 
exempted  from  compliance  with  the 
International  Rules,  such  vessel  shall 
similarly  be  exempted  from  compliance 
with  any  corresponding  requirement 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Part. 

66.  Section  111.58(d)  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§111.58  Lights  and  shapes;  vessel  at 
anchor. 

***** 

(d)  Vessels  not  more  than  65  feet  in 
length  when  at  anchor  in  any  special 
anchorage  designated  by  the  Chief, 
Navigation  Division  for  such  vessels 
shall  not  be  required  to  carry  or  exhibit 
the  white  light  specified  in  paragraph  (a) 
of  this  section,  nor  the  black  ball 
specified  by  paragraph  (c)  of  this 
section. 

67.  Section  111.150  (a)  and  (e)  are 
revised  as  follows: 

§  1 1 1.150  Overtaking  vessels. 

(a)  Notwithstanding  anything 
contained  in  this  Part,  every  vessel 
overtaking  another  shall  keep  out  of  the 
way  of  the  overtaken  vessel  except  that 
within  the  Canal  channel  all  pleasure 
vessels  and  craft,  even  though  they  are 
an  overtaken  vessel,  shall  keep  out  of 
the  way  of  transiting  vessels  and 
Panama  Canal  Commission  floating 
equipment. 

*  *  *  *  * 

(e)  Except  as  specially  authorized  by 
the  Chief,  Navigation  Division,  an 
overtaking  power-driven  vessel  shall  not 
overtake  and  pass  another  power-driven 
vessel  in  Gaillard  Cut,  Mamei  Curve  or 
Bohio  Bend  between  buoys  38  and  40: 
Provided,  however,  that  this  paragraph 
shall  not  apply  where  either  the 
overtaking  or  the  overtaken  vessel  is 
less  than  150  feet  in  length  or  is  a 
Panama  Canal  Commission  power- 
driven  vessel  or  a  U.S.  Army  or  U.S. 
Navy  local  tug.  with  or  without  a  tow. 

68.  Section  111.155  is  removed  as 
follows: 

§111.155  (Removed] 

69.  Section  111.161  (d)  and  (e)  are 
revised  as  follows: 


§  1 1 1.161  Speed  and  maneuvering  of 
vessels  In  fog,  mist,  etc. 

***** 

(d)  Except  as  provided  in  paragraph 
(e)  of  this  section,  vessels  moored  or  at 
anchor  shall  not  get  underway  when, 
because  of  atmospheric  conditions, 
visibility  is  less  than  1,000  feet  and 
vessels  underway  in  such  conditions 
shall  anchor  or  moor  as  soon  as 
practicable  and  report  immediately  to 
the  Chief,  Navigation  Division  by  radio 
or  other  available  means. 

(e)  Vessels  specially  equipped  to 
navigate  under  conditions  restricting 
visibility  and  which  have  a  pilot  aboard, 
and  vessels  which  have  a  pilot  aboard 
and  which  are  assisted  by  Panama 
Canal  Commission  vessels  which  are 
specially  equipped  to  navigate  under 
such  conditions,  may,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Canal  authorities,  be  navigated 
when  visibility  is  less  than  1,000  feet. 

70.  Section  111.162  is  amended  by 
revising  (b),  (c),  and  (d)  as  follows: 

§  111.162  Maximum  speeds. 

***** 

(b)  A  vessel  in  Panama  Canal  waters 
at  locations  other  than  those  specified  in 
paragraph  (a)  of  this  section,  including 
Gatun  Anchorage,  when  rounding  Bohio 
and  Darien  bends,  Miraflores  Lake,  and 
in  or  near  the  locks,  shall  not  exceed  a 
speed  that  is  safe  under  the  existing 
circumstances  and  conditions,  except  in 
an  emergency. 

(c)  The  Chief,  Navigation  Division 
may  authorize  departures  from  the 
maximum  speeds  established  by  this 
section  in  the  case  of  particular  vessels 
whose  handling  characteristics  are  such 
as  to  indicate  that  a  higher  speed  or 
speeds  can  be  prudently  allowed. 

(d)  This  section  does  not  apply  to 
motorboats,  as  defined  in  §  111.163(b),  or 
to  vessels  of  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission. 

71.  Section  111.163(a)  is  revised  as 

follows:  , 

§  1 1 1.163  Same;  motorboats  and  Panama 
Canal  Commission  vessels. 

(a)  Motorboats  and  vessels  of  the 
Panama  Canal  Commission  when 
underway  shall  proceed  at  a  speed 
which  is  reasonable  under  the  existing 
circumstances  and  conditions  and  which 
does  not  create  a  hazard  to  life  or 
property. 

***** 

72.  Section  111.203  (a)  and  (b)  are 
revised  as  follows: 


Federal  Register  /  Vol.  46,  No.  250  /  Wednesday,  December  30,  1981  /  Rules  and  Regulations  63185 


§  1 1 1 .203  Diving  operations;  industrial  and 
commercial;  recreational  skindiving;  light, 
flag. 

(a)  When  industrial  or  commercial 
diving  operations  are  underway  in  the 
Canal,  or  waters  adjacent  thereto,  a 
revolving  red  light  shall  be  displayed  in 
all  weathers  from  sunset  to  sunrise  from 
the  diving  barge  or  other  craft  serving 
the  diver.  The  light  shall  be  so  mounted 
and  of  sufficient  intensity  as  to  be 
visible  for  not  less  than  1  mile.  A  flag  of 
the  type  described  in  paragraph  (b)  of 
this  section  shall  be  displayed  from  such 
craft  from  sunrise  to  sunset.  Vessels 
approaching  or  passing  an  area  where 
diving  operations  are  underway  shall 
reduce  speed  sufficiently  to  avoid 
creating  a  dangerous  wash  or  wake. 

lb)  Recreational  skindiving  in  waters 
of  the  Canal,  including  Gaillard  Cut  and 
the  Channel  through  Gatun  and 
Miraflores  Lakes  and  in  the  waters  of  all 
ship’s  anchorages  is  prohibited  unless 
authorized  in  writing  by  the  Chief, 
Navigation  Division.  Authorization  shall 
not  be  given  for  skindiving  at  night. 
When  recreational  skindiving  activities 
are  underway  in  the  Canal,  or  waters 
adjacent  thereto,  a  flag  with  a  hoist  or 
height  of  not  less  than  12  inches  and  a 
fly  or  length  of  not  less  than  18  inches 
and  having  a  red  background  and  a  3Vz 
inch  diagonal  white  stripe,  running  from 
the  upper  comer  of  the  staff  end  of  the 
flag  to  the  lower  comer  of  the  outside 
end  of  the  flag,  shall  be  displayed  from 
the  mast  of  the  craft  serving  the 
skindiver.  Flags  larger  than  the 
foregoing  minimum  dimensions  shall 
preserve  the  same  proportions.  Vessels 
approaching  an  area  where  such 
skindiving  activities  are  underway  shall 
reduce  speed  sufficiently  to  avoid 
creating  a  dangerous  wash  or  wake. 
***** 

73.  Section  111.204  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  1 1 1.204  Water  skiing  prohibited. 

No  person  shall  operate  a  motorboat 
or  other  vessel  in  or  across  the 
navigable  channels  or  merchant  vessel 
anchorages  while  towing  a  person  or 
persons  on  water  skis,  or  aquaplane  or 
similar  device  at  any  time. 

74.  Section  111.205  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  1 1 1 .205  Operations  of  small  craft  and 
recreational  vessels  on  the  Canal  waters. 

(a)  For  the  purpose  of  this  section,  a 
small  craft  is  defined  as  any  vessel 
which  is  not  required  to  have  the 
assistance  of  locomotives  when 
transiting  the  locks  and  public  vessels 
not  engaged  in  official  business. 

(b)  A  small  craft  shall  not  be  operated 
by  any  person  who  is  intoxicated  or 
who  is  a  habitual  user,  or  under  the 


influence  of  any  narcotic  drug  or  who  is 
under  the  influence  of  any  other  drug  to 
a  degree  which  renders  him  incapable  of 
safely  operating  the  craft  or  vessel.  The 
fact  that  one  lawfully  is  or  has  been 
using  any  drug  shall  not  constitute  a 
defense  against  a  charge  of  violating 
this  section. 

(c)  No  person  shall  operate  a  small 
craft  so  close  to  a  transiting  or  other 
vessel  so  as  to  hamper  the  safe 
operation  of  either  vessel;  nor  shall  any 
person  operate  a  small  craft  in  a 
negligent  manner  so  as  to  endanger  life 
or  property. 

(d)  No  person  shall  operate  a  small 
craft  in  the  navigation  channel  of  the 
Canal  except  when  such  operation  is 
incidental  to  movement  between  points 
on  either  side  of  the  navigation  channel. 

75.  Section  111.206  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§111.206  Lookout 

Every  vessel  shall  at  all  times  while 
underway  in  Canal  and  adjacent  waters 
maintain,  at  or  near  the  bow,  a  proper 
lookout  by  sight  and  hearing  as  well  as 
by  all  available  means  appropriated  in 
the  prevailing  circumstances  and 
conditions  bo  as  to  make  a  full  appraisal 
of  the  situation  and  the  risk  of  collision. 
The  person  acting  as  lookout  shall  have 
no  other  assigned  duties  and  shall  report 
promptly  all  relevant  and  material 
observations  to  the  person  in  charge  of 
the  navigation  of  his  vessel. 

76.  Section  111.207  is  removed  as 
follows: 

§  1 1 1.207  [Removed.] 

77.  Part  113  is  revised  as  follows: 

PART  113 — DANGEROUS  CARGOES 
Subpart  A— General  Provisions 

Sec.  " 

113.1  Definition  and  classification  of 
dangerous  cargoes;  reporting 
requirements. 

113.2  Anchorage  areas  for  ships  loaded  with 
dangerous  cargoes. 

113.3  Vessels  to  anchor  and  await 
instructions. 

113.4  Transit  restrictions. 

113.5  Places  for  loading  and  discharging 
explosives;  restrictions. 

Subpart  B — Vessel  and  Cargo  Requirements 

113.21  Application. 

113.22  Applicable  regulations  and 
standards. 

113.23  Irradiated  fuel  elements  and  special 
nuclear  materials;  shipments  originating 
in,  or  destined  to,  a  port  of  the  United 
States. 

113.24  Irradiated  fuel  elements  and  special 
nuclear  materials;  shipments  not 
originating  in  or  destined  to  a  port  of  the 
United  States. 

113.25  Certification  by  Commission. 


Subpart  C — Cargo  Handling  in  Canal  waters 

Sec. 

113.41  Explosives. 

113.42  Other  dangerous  cargo. 

Authority:  Issued  under  authority  vested  in 

the  President  by  sec.  1801,  Pub.  L  96-70.  93 
Stat.  492;  EO  12215,  45  FR  36043. 

Subpart  A — General  Provisions 

§113.1  Definition  and  classification  of 
dangerous  cargoes;  reporting 
requirements. 

(a)  The  definition  and  classification  of 
dangerous  cargoes  shall  be  in 
accordance  with  the  regulations  used  by 
the  United  States  Coast  Guard  or  other 
national  or  international  regulatory 
authorities  recognized  by  the  United 
States  Coast  Guard  for  that  purpose,  but 
in  case  of  doubt  as  to  the  explosive 
nature  of  any  commodity,  or  in  case  of 
conflict  as  to  its  classification, 
determination  of  the  nature  and 
classification  of  such  cargoes  shall  be 
made  by  the  Chief,  Navigation  Division 
or  his  designee. 

Cross  Reference:  Title  46  CFR,  Chapter  I 

(b)  Dangerous  cargoes  include  all 
explosives,  6olid  and  liquid  hazardous 
materials,  all  petroleum  products  in  bulk 
and  nuclear  materials.  Vessels  carrying 
petroleum  products  having  a  flashpoint 
greater  than  80°F  and  classified  lower 
than  Grade  C  under  the  U.S.  system,  or 
having  a  flashpoint  greater  than  23°C 
and  classified  higher  than  3.2  under  the 
Inter-Governmental  Maritime 
Consultative  Organization  (IMCO) 
system  are  not  considered  to  be  carrying 
dangerous  cargo  for  purposes  of  these 
restrictions. 

(c)  Normal  operational  restrictions 
will  generally  apply  unless  dangerous 
cargoes  are  carried  in  bulk.  Liquid  is 
considered  to  be  in  bulk  unless  * 
contained  in  portable  tanks  of  less  than 
100  U.S.  gallons  (or  packaged  in 
accordance  with  49  CFR  or  IMCO 
regulations)  which  are  loaded  and 
discharged  with  their  contents  intact. 
Solids  are  in  bulk  form  when 
transported  without  mark  or  count 
which  are  loaded  without  containers  or 
wrappers  into  holds.  Explosives  are 
considered  in  bulk  if  a  vessel  is  carrying 
over  5  long  tons. 

(d)  Additional  operating  restrictions 
may  be  imposed  by  the  Chief, 

Navigation  Division  or  his  designee  on 
vessels  carrying  especially  hazardous 
materials  such  as  radioactive  material. 
Class  A  and  B  poisons  and  corrosives  in 
other  than  bulk  amounts. 

(e)  Vessels  carrying  dangerous  cargo 
(including  liquefied  gases)  in  bulk  will 
anchor  in  designated  explosive 
anchorages  as  provided  by  §  113.3. 
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(f)  Vessels  carrying  hazardous 
materials  or  dangerous  cargoes  shall 
send  a  report  at  least  twenty-four  hours 
prior  to  transit  stating  that  all  hazardous 
cargo  alarms,  safety  and  shutdown 
devices,  including  ship’s  firefighting 
systems,  have  been  tested  and  are  in 
good  working  order.  There  will  be 
periodic  inspections  by  Canal 
authorities  to  ensure  compliance  with 
appropriate  United  States  or  IMCO  rules 
and  regulations. 

§  1 1 3.2  Anchorage  areas  for  ships  loaded 
with  dangerous  cargoes. 

The  anchorage  areas  for  ships  loaded 
with  explosives  or  with  highly  volatile 
products  are  designated  as  follows: 

(a)  Atlantic  end.  (1)  Inside  area 
included  in  rectangle  one  thousand 
yards  wide  immediately  south  of  West 
breakwater  starting  at  a  point  on  West 
breakwater  one  thousand  yards  from 
West  Breakwater  Light  and  thence 
extending  westward  2,000  yards  along 
breakwater. 

(2)  Outside  area  bounded  by  a  line 
from  Point  A  at  position  9°  23'  53"N,  79° 
56'  29''W  thence  to  Point  B  at  position  9° 
24'  40''N,  79*  56'  29"W  thence  to  Point  C 
at  position  9°  24'  40"N,  79*  57'  00"W 
thence  to  Point  D  at  position  9°  23'  53"N, 
79“  57'  00"W  thence  to  Point  A. 

(b)  Pacific  end.  Area  south  of  Naos 
Island  bounded  on  the  east  by  a  line 
drawn  south  (true)  from  entrance  gas 
buoy  no.  1;  on  the  south  by  a  line  drawn 
east  (true)  from  Tortolita  Island,  and  in 
the  north  and  west  by  the  curve  of  30 
foot  depth. 

§  1 1 3.3  Vessels  to  anchor  and  wait 
instructions. 

(a)  Vessels  carrying  dangerous 
cargoes  in  bulk  or  more  than  5  tons  of 
explosives  as  defined  by  §  113.1(a)  or 
tankers  in  ballast  which  are  not  gas  free 
shall  anchor  in  the  outside  explosive 
anchorage  on  the  Atlantic  end  or  the 
explosive  anchorage  in  Pacific  end,  as 
described  in  §  §  113.2(a)(2)  and  113.2(b) 
respectively.  Such  vessels  will  be 
allowed  alongside  Commission  wharves 
in  Canal  waters  only  as  prescribed  in 

§  113.5  and  each  case  will  be  handled 
individually  by  the  Chief,  Navigation 
Division,  or  his  designee. 

(b)  Vessels  arriving  on  the  Atlantic 
side  and  carrying  dangerous  cargo  in 
bulk  will  anchor  in  the  outside 
anchorage.  These  vessels  shall  not  enter 
the  breakwater  until  given  orders  to  do 
so.  Such  orders  will  be  issued  through 
the  appropriate  Commission  signal 
station  by  the  Canal  authorities.  Orders 
will  be  given  only  after  the  pilot  is 
standing  by  to  board  and  has  received 

•the  assurance  from  the  signal  station 
that  there  are  no  outbound  vessels. 


When  weather  and  boarding  conditions 
permit,  the  pilot  may  board  outside  the 
breakwater.  On  northbound  vessels 
carrying  dangerous  cargo  bound  for  sea, 
the  pilot  must  remain  on  the  bridge  until 
the  vessel  passes  the  Mole  Buoy.  The 
pilot  shall  not  leave  the  bridge  until  he 
has  arranged  with  Marine  Traffic 
Control  and  the  signal  station  for  one¬ 
way  traffic  outbound  through  the 
breakwater. 

§  1 1 3.4  Transit  restrictions. 

To  better  assure  the  safe  passage  of 
vessels  carrying  dangerous  cargo,  the 
following  transit  restrictions  will  apply: 

(a)  Pilots  shall  be  notified  that  the 
letter  “B”  (BRAVO)  will  be  added  to  the 
transit  schedule  number  and  flown  as 
part  of  the  schedule  flag  hoist  by  the 
ship.  It  will  also  be  used  by  pilots  and 
traffic  controllers  in  calling  via  radio  or 
referring  to  the  vessel. 

(b)  Such  vessels,  (hereinafter  referred 
to  as  “B”  vessels)  shall  have  safety 
towing  pendents  ready  at  hand,  fore  and 
aft,  prior  to  entering  the  locks  and  rigged 
fore  and  aft,  over  the  side,  when 
anchoring  or  mooring  in  the  Canal 
waters. 

(c)  “B”  vessels  and  other  vessels  shall 
meet  at  a  safe  speed  and  shall,  as  far  as 
practicable,  avoid  meeting  on  turns. 

(d)  “B”  vessels  shall  not  be  scheduled 
to  overtake  or  be  overtaken  by  other 
vessels.  If  an  overtaking  situation  occurs 
between  a  “B”  vessel  and  another 
vessel,  due  care  must  be  exercised  by 
both  vessels. 

(e)  When  “B”  vessels  are  required  to 
anchor  in  Gatun  anchorage,  they  shall 
be  anchored  well  clear  of  the  channel 
and  as  clear  of  other  shipping  as 
conditions  permit.  “B”  vessels  shall  not 
be  moored  at  Gamboa  without  prior 
approval  of  Chief,  Navigation  Division. 

(f)  Normally,  there  will  be  no  tandem 
restrictions  on  “B”  vessels  unless  the 
nature  of  the  cargo  or  the  condition  of 
the  vessel  so  indicates.  In  such 
instances,  the  appropriate  restrictions 
will  be  imposed  by  competent  authority. 

(g)  Insofar  as  possible,  the  Navigation 
Division  will  avoid  scheduling  a  “B” 
vessel  to  enter  a  lock  chamber  where 
another  vessel  is  clearing,  or  to  clear  a 
lock  chamber  where  another  vessel  is 
entering.  In  case  this  type  of  scheduling 
is  unavoidable,  the  pilot  of  the  entering 
vessel  will  hold  back  to  allow  the 
departing  vessel  adequate  maneuvering 
room. 

(h)  Tug  assistance  at  the  locks  and  in 
Gaillard  Cut  shall  be  assigned  to  “B” 
vessels  if,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
appropriate  Canal  authority,  or  upon 
request  of  the  pilot,  the  assignment  is 
required. 


(i)  Vessels  possessing  a  valid  Letter  of 
Compliance  from  the  United  States 
Coast  Guard  will  be  accepted  for  transit 
within  the  restrictions  outlined  in  the 
letter. 

§  1 1 3.5  Places  for  loading  and  discharging 
explosives;  restrictions. 

(a)  The  explosive  dock  at  Mindi  is 
hereby  designated  for  loading  and 
discharging  explosive  cargo.  Explosive 
anchorages  prescribed  in  §  113.2  may  be 
used  upon  approval  by  the  Chief, 
Navigation  Division  or  his  designee. 

(b)  The  Chief,  Navigation  Division  or 
his  designee  upon  application  may  grant 
authority  to  discharge  explosives, 
whether  designated  for  civilian  or 
military  use,  at  Commission  docks  and 
piers  within  Canal  waters  in  an 
emergency  or  when  the  character  or 
packing  of  the  explosives  justifies  such 
discharge. 

Subpart  B— Vessel  and  cargo 
requirements 

§  113.21  Application. 

This  subpart  does  not  apply  to  vessels 
of  war  or  auxiliary  vessels,  as  those 
terms  are  defined  in  the  Treaty 
Concerning  the  Permanent  Neutrality 
and  Operation  of  the  Panama  Canal 
(September  7, 1977).  It  does  apply  to  all 
other  vessels,  regardless  of  character, 
tonnage,  size,  service,  and  whether  self- 
propelled  or  not,  and  whether  arriving  or 
departing,  underway,  moored,  anchored, 
aground,  transiting  or  passing  through 
Canal  waters. 

§  1 1 3.22  Applicable  regulations  and 
standards. 

All  vessels  within  Canal  waters 
carrying  dangerous  cargo  shall  be  in 
substantial  compliance  with  U.S. 
Government  regulations  applicable  to 
U.S.  flag  vessels  or  regulations  of  other 
national  or  international  regulatory 
authorities  meeting  Inter-Governmental 
Maritime  Consultative  Organization 
(IMCO)  standards  in  effect  for  the 
product  carried,  providing  such  vessels 
are  acceptable  for  entering  waters  over 
which  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  has 
jurisdiction.  This  requirement 
encompasses  the  construction, 
maintenance,  inspection,  certification 
and  classification  of  the  vessel,  its 
safety,  equipment,  and  its  cargo 
handling  system;  the  packaging, 
stowage,  storage,  marking,  maintenance, 
handling,  inspection  and  certification  of 
cargo,  and  the  operation  of  the  vessel 
including  crew  requirements. 
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§  113.23  Irradiated  fuel  elements  and 
special  nuclear  materials;  shipments 
originating  in,  or  destined  to,  a  port  of  the 
United  States. 

A  vessel  carrying  irradiated  fuel 
elements  or  special  nuclear  materials 
originating  in,  or  destined  to,  a  port  of 
the  United  States,  shall  comply  with  all 
regulations  issued  by  the  United  States 
Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission,  the 
United  States  Department  of 
Transportation  and  the  United  States 
Coast  Guard  with  regard  to  the 
packaging,  handling,  stowage,  storage, 
and  movement  of  such  cargo  and  the 
precautionary  measures  to  be  taken  in 
connection  therewith.  In  addition,  the 
following  requirements  apply  to  the 
carrying  of  such  cargo  by  such  a  vessel: 

(a)  A  vessel  carrying  such  cargo  must 
obtain  in  advance  approval  from  the 
Panama  Canal  Commission. 

(b)  Any  cask  containing  irradiated 
fuel  elements,  or  special  nuclear 
materials,  together  with  any 
attachments  thereto,  may  not  weigh 
more  than  150  tons. 

(c)  Upon  arrival  at  the  Canal  of  a 
vessel  carrying  such  cargo,  the  Master 
shall  deliver  to  the  boarding  officer  a 
loading  certificate  issued  by  the  United 
States  Coast  Guard,  or,  if  no  such 
loading  certificate  is  available,  a 
declaration  as  follows: 

Declaration  of  Irradiated  Fuel 
Elements  or  Special  Nuclear  Materials 
Carried 

I,  the  undersigned - , 

Master  of  the - carrying 

(Irradiated  Fuel  Elements)  (Special  Nuclear 

Materials  which  are - )  do 

hereby  declare  and  certify  on  behalf  of  the 
owners  of  the  vessel  that  (Irradiated  Fuel 
Elements)  (Special  Nuclear  Materials)  were 

loaded  at  the  port  of - - ,  and 

were  packed  and  stowed  in  accordance  with 
regulations  of  the  U.S.  Nuclear  Regulatory 
Commission,  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Transportation  and  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard. 

The  materials  are  in  hold(s) 

- or  on  deck  in  the 

following  locations - .  The 

packaging  and  stowing  has  not  been 
disturbed  since  leaving  the  port  of 

(Master's  signature)  - 

(Date) - . 

§113.24  Irradiated  fuel  dements  and 
special  nuclear  materials;  shipments  not 
originating  in  or  destined  to  a  port  of  the 
United  States. 

A  vessel  carrying  irradiated  fuel 
elements  or  special  nuclear  materials 
not  originating  in,  or  destined  to,  a  port 
of  the  United  States,  may  not  transit  the 
Canal  or  enter  Canal  waters  unless  prior 
permission  therefore  has  been  obtained 
from  the  Canal  authorities.  Such 
permission  may  not  be  granted  without 
adequate  provision  for  indemnity 


covering  public  liability  and  loss  to  the 
United  States  or  any  agency  thereof, 
comparable  in  general  scope  to  the 
protection  afforded  under  section  170  of 
the  United  States  Atomic  Energy  Act  of 
1954,  as  amended,  68  Stat.  919,  71  Stat 
576. 

§  113.25  Certification  by  Commission. 

Vessels  arriving  at  the  Canal  without 
prior  permission  of  proper 
documentation  attesting  to  compliance 
with  these  regulations  may,  after 
inspection  by  the  Chief,  Navigation 
Division  or  his  designee,  be  issued  a 
certification  to  enter  or  transit  through 
the  waters  of  the  Canal  for  one  or  more 
trips.  Such  permission  may  not  be 
granted  without  adequate  provision  for 
indemnity  covering  public  liability  and 
loss  to  the  United  States  or  any  agency 
thereof,  comparable  in  general  scope  to 
the  protection  afforded  under  section 
170  of  the  United  States  Atomic  Energy 
Act  of  1954,  as  amended,  68  Stat.  919,  71 
Stat.  576. 

Subpart  C — Cargo  handling  In  Canal 
waters 

§  113.41  Explosives. 

Explosives  shall  be  handled  as 
prescribed  by  appropriate  Coast  Guard 
regulations  and  only  at  the  locations 
designated  in  §  113.4. 

§  1 13.42  Other  dangerous  cargo. 

(a)  All  other  dangerous  cargo, 
including  petroleum  products  in  bulk, 
shall  only  be  handled  with  prior 
approval  of  the  Chief,  Navigation 
Division  or  his  designee  and  only  at  the 
locations  approved  by  the  Chief, 
Navigation  Division  or  his  designee. 
When  handling  these  products,  such 
handling  will  be  done  in  strict 
compliance  with  the  appropriate  U.S. 
Coast  Guard  regulations. 

(b)  Certain  dangerous  cargoes 
indentified  by  49  CFR  172.101  and 
prohibited  from  being  transported  over 
water  are  also  not  permitted  aboard 
vessels  in  Panama  Canal  waters.  In 
addition,  the  following  substances, 
including  Class  A  poisons,  when  carried 
in  bulk,  shall  not  be  carried  aboard 
vessels  in  Panama  Canal  waters: 

1.  Acrolein. 

2.  Chlorine. 

3.  Ethylenemine. 

4.  Hydrofluroic  Acid. 

5.  Hydrogen. 

6.  Hydrogen  Chloride. 

7.  Hydrogen  Fluoride. 

8.  Hydrogen  Peroxide  Solution. 

9.  Nitric  Acid  (Greater  than  70 
Percent). 

10.  Nitrogen  Peroxide  Tetroxide. 

11.  PhosphouB  Trichloride. 


12.  Beta  Propiolactune. 

13.  Oxygen. 

14.  Methyl  Cyclopentadien  (YL). 

15.  Meganese  Tricarbonyl. 

PART  115 — BOARD  OF  LOCAL 
INSPECTORS:  COMPOSITION  AND 
FUNCTIONS 

Part  115  is  amended  as  follows: 

78.  Part  115  authority  citation  is 
revised  as  follows: 

Authority:  Issued  under  authority  vested  in 
the  President  by  sec.  1418,  Pub.  L  96-70, 93 
Stat  492;  EO 12215,  45  FR  36043. 

79.  Section  115.1  is  revised  as  follows: 

§115.1  Board  of  Local  Inspectors; 
Supervising  Inspector. 

(a)  There  is  hereby  continued  the 
Board  of  Local  Inspectors  of  the  Panama 
Canal  Commission,  constituted  as 
provided  in  §  115.2,  which  shall  perform, 
conduct  and  execute,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Supervising  Inspector. 

(1)  The  investigations  called  for  by 
§  1417,  Pub.  L  96-70,  93  Stat  487; 

(2)  The  functions  and  responsibilities 
with  which  it  is  vested  by  this  Part  and 
by  Parts  117, 119  and  121  of  this  chapter; 
and 

(3)  Such  other  duties  in  matters  of  a 
marine  character  as  it  may  be  assigned 
to  it  from  time  to  time  by  the 
Administrator. 

(b)  The  Marine  Director  of  the 
Panama  Canal  Commission  shall  serve, 
ex  officio,  as  Supervising  Inspector  of 
the  Commission  except  when  he  is 
designated  to  serve  as  Chairman  of  the 
Board  in  accordance  with  §  115.2(c). 
When  the  Marine  Director  is  so 
designated,  the  Deputy  Administrator  or 
such  other  official  as  the  Administrator 
may  designate  in  his  stead,  shall  serve 
as  Supervising  Inspector. 

80.  Section  115.2  (a),  (b),  and  (c)  are 
revised  as  follows: 

§  115.2  ComposUon  of  th*  board. 

(a)  The  Board  of  Local  Inspectors, 
referred  to  in  this  Part  as  “the  Board,** 
shall,  except  as  otherwise  provided  in 
paragraphs  (b)  and  (c)  of  this  section, 
consist  of  the  following  officials  who 
shall  serve  in  the  capacities  stated: 

(1)  Chairman,  Board  of  Local 
Inspectors. 

(2)  Chief,  Navigation  Division,  as 
member. 

(3)  Senior  Canal  Port  Captain,  as 
member. . 

(b)  Where  the  subject  matter  of 
circumstances  of  a  particular  accident 
warrant  such  action,  the  Supervising 
Inspector  may  designate  the  Chief, 
Industrial  Division  to  serve,  ex  officio, 
as  member  of  the  Board  in  place  of  the 
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members  listed  in  paragraph  (a)(2)  or  (3) 
of  this  section.  In  the  absence  of  the 
Chairman,  the  Supervising  Inspector  will 
appoint  a  member  to  act  as  Chairman. 

(c)  If  the  Supervising  Inspector  deems 
it  appropriate  in  a  particular 
investigation,  he  may  designate  an 
alternate  to  replace  any  official 
regularly  serving  on  the  Board.  If  he 
himself  serves  as  such  an  alternate,  he 
shall  serve  as  Chairman  of  the  Board. 
***** 

PART  117— MARINE  ACCIDENTS: 
INVESTIGATIONS;  CONTROL; 
RESPONSIBILITY 

81.  Part  117  table  of  contents  is 
revised  as  follows: 

Sec. 

117.1  Investigation  of  marine  accidents. 
117.1a  Scheduling  of  investigations. 

117.1b  Rights  of  party  in  interest. 

117.2  Change  in  physical  status  or  property 
affected  by  accident  forbidden. 

117.3  Reports  by  Board  to  the 
Administrator. 

117.4  Reports  of  accidents  by  officer  in 
command  to  Board. 

117.5  Control  of  wrecked,  injured,  or 
burning  vessels. 

117.6  Liability  of  vessel  for  injury  to  Canal 
structures  or  equipment. 

82.  Part  117  authority  citation  is 
revised  as  follows: 

Authority:  Issued  under  authority  vested  in 
the  President  by  sec.  1417, 1418,  Pub.  L.  96-70, 
93  Stat.  487;  EO 12215,  45  FR  36043. 

83.  Section  117.1  is  revised  as  follows: 

§  117.1  Investigation  of  marine  accidents. 

(a)  Whenever,  within  Panama  Canal 
waters,  including  the  locks  of  the  Canal, 
a  vessel,  or  its  cargo,  crew,  or  passenger, 
meets  with  a  serious  marine  accident,  or 
whenever,  within  the  harbors, 
anchorages,  and  areas  adjacent  thereto, 
including  the  ports  of  Balboa  and 
Cristobal,  there  is  a  serious  marine 
accident  involving  Commission 
personnel  or  equipment,  the  Board  of 
Local  Inspectors  shall  promptly 
investigate  in  detail  the  conditions  and 
circumstances  under  which  such 

*  accident  occurred. 

(b)  Any  other  marine  accident 
occurring  in  such  waters  may  be 
investigated  by  the  Board  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Supervising  Inspector. 

(c)  The  Master  of  a  vessel  involved  in 
a  marine  accident  may  request  an 
investigation  of  an  accident  not 
considered  by  the  Board  to  fall  within 
paragraph  (a)  of  this  section.  The 
request  must  be  addressed  to  the 
Supervising  Inspector  or  the  Chairman 
of  the  Board,  and  must  be  in  writing.  If 
the  Master  does  not  so  request  such  an 
investigation  in  writing,  he  shall  be 


deemed  to  have  waived  all  rights  to  the 
investigation  called  for  by  §  1417,  Pub.  L. 
96-70, 93  Stat.  487,  which  provides  that  a 
claim  may  not  be  considered  by  the 
Panama  Canal  Commission,  or  an  action 
for  damages  lie  thereon,  unless,  prior  to 
the  departure  from  the  Panama  Canal  of 
the  vessel  involved: 

(1)  The  investigation  by  the  competent 
authorities  of  the  accident  or  injury 
giving  rise  to  the  claim  has  been 
completed;  and, 

(2)  The  basis  for  the  claim  has  been 
laid  before  the  Commission, 

(d)  For  the  purpose  of  this  section,  the 
term  “serious  marine  accident”  includes: 

(1)  Any  accident  involving  substantial 
damage  to  any  structure,  plant,  or 
equipment  of  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission  or  the  United  States;  and 

(2)  Any  accident  (i)  involving  death  or 
resulting  in  personal  injury  that  requires 
admission  of  a  person  to  a  hospital  as  a 
bed  patient;  or  (ii)  resulting  in  damages 
to  a  vessel  which  require  the  making  of 
repairs  prior  to  the  vessel’s  departure 
from  the  Canal;  Provided  that  the 
Supervising  Inspector  or  his  designee 
has  reason  to  believe  that  personnel  or 
equipment  of  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission  were  then  aboard  or  were 
assisting  the  vessel  involved  in  the 
accident  or  were  situated  (aboard 
another  vessel,  ashore  or  otherwise)  so 
as  to  have  been  a  factor  in  the  accident. 

84.  Cross  reference  is  revised  as 
follows: 

Cross  Reference:  Compelling  attendance 
and  testimony  of  witnesses  and  production  of 
books  and  papers  by  Board,  see  §  1418,  Pub. 

L.  96-70,  93  Stat.  487. 

***** 

85.  Section  117.1b  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  1 17.1b  Rights  of  party  in  interest 

Any  Panama  Canal  pilot  or  other 
individual  who  is  a  party  in  interest  at  a 
marine-accident  investigation  may 
obtain  counsel  of  his  own  choosing, 
testify  in  his  own  behalf,  cross-examine 
witnesses,  call  witnesses,  and  introduce 
any  relevant  evidence.  The  Board  shall 
advise  all  parties  in  interest  of  such 
rights. 

86.  Section  117.2  is  revised  as  follows: 

§  1 17.2  Change  in  physical  status  of 
property  affected  by  accident  forbidden. 

In  the  event  of  a  marine  accident  or 
casualty  affecting  any  property  in 
Panama  Canal  waters,  or  waters 
adjacent  thereto,  or  any  property  owned 
or  operated  by  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission  or  the  United  States,  which 
imposes  on  the  Board  an  obligation  to 
investigate,  no  change  in  the  physical 
status  of  the  property  affected  by  the 
accident  or  casualty  may  be  made  or 


permitted  prior  to  inspection  by  properly 
constituted  authority,  unless  such 
change  in  status  be  imperative  in  order 
to  preserve  life  or  property. 

87.  Section  117.3  is  revised  as  follows: 

§  117.3  Reports  by  Board  to  the 
Administrator. 

The  Board  shall  make  reports 
forthwith  in  detail  to  the  Administrator 
of  all  marine-accident  investigations 
conducted  by  it,  setting  forth  the  facts 
and  circumstances  surrounding  the 
accident  and  bearing  upon  its  proximate 
causation,  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
injury  and  the  amount  of  damages,  if 
any,  occasioned  by  such  injury.  The 
reports  shall  include  a  transcript  of  the 
record  of  the  Board’s  investigation, 
together  with  its  findings  and  opinions 
respecting  the  accident.  All  findings  and 
opinions  of  the  Board  shall  be  rendered 
by  a  full  Board  after  a  review  of  the 
entire  transcript,  even  though  the 
hearing  may  have  been  conducted  by  a 
single  member  of  the  Board  or  by  a  two- 
man  Board.  Reports  to  the  Administrator 
shall  be  forwarded  in  duplicate  through 
the  Supervising  Inspector,  who  may 
place  thereon  such  endorsement  as  he 
may  see  fit. 

88.  Section  117.4  is  revised  as  follows: 

§  1 17.4  Reports  of  accidents  by  officer  in 
command  to  Board. 

The  Master  or  other  officer  in 
command  of  a  vessel  shall,  prior  to  the 
vessel’s  departure  from  Panama  Canal 
waters,  report  in  writing  to  the  Board 
any  accident  involving  his  vessel  in 
Canal  waters  that  resulted  in  loss  of  life 
or  serious  personal  injury  or  in 
substantial  damage  to  property. 

89.  Section  117.5  is  revised  as  follows: 

§  1 17.5  Control  of  wrecked,  injured,  or 
burning  vessels. 

When  a  vessel  in  the  Panama  Canal 
waters  goes  aground,  or  is  wrecked,  or 
is  so  injured  that  it  is  liable  to  become 
an  obstruction  in  such  waters,  or  is  on 
fire,  the  Canal  authorities  shall  have  the 
right  to  supervise  and  direct,  or  to  take 
complete  charge  of  and  conduct,  all 
operations  which  may  be  necessary  to 
float  the  vessel,  to  clear  the  wreckage, 
to  remove  the  injured  vessel  to  a  safe 
location,  or  to  extinguish  the  fire,  as  the 
case  may  be.  The  Canal  authorities  may. 
when  necessary,  take  such  action 
without  awaiting  the  permission  of  the 
owner  or  agent  of  the  vessel,  and  may 
require  the  Master  of  the  vessel  and  all 
persons  under  his  supervision  and 
control  to  place  the  vessel,  and  all 
equipment  on  board,  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Canal  authorities  without  costs  to 
the  Commission.  Unless  the  Panama 
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Canal  Commission  is  subsequently 
found  or  determined  to  be  responsible 
for  the  accident  or  the  condition 
necessitating  action  by  the  Canal 
authorities,  the  necessary  expenses 
incurred  by  the  Commission  in  carrying 
out  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall 
be  a  proper  charge  against  such  vessel, 
her  owners  and  her  operators. 

90.  Section  117.6  is  revised  as  follows: 

§  1 17.6  Liability  of  vessel  for  injury  to 
Canal  structures  or  equipment. 

A  vessel,  or  her  owner  or  operator, 
shall  be  held  liable  for  any  injury  to  any 
structure,  plant,  or  equipment  of  or 
pertaining  to  the  Canal,  the  Panama 
Canal  Commission  or  the  United  States 
when  the  injury  is  proximately  caused 
by  the  negligence  or  fault  of  the  vessel 
or  its  master  or  crew.  No  vessel  shall 
make  fast,  or  run  any  line,  to  any 
marker,  buoy,  beacon,  or  other  aid  to 
navigation;  and  a  vessel  shall  so 
navigate  as  not  to  strike  such  aids  in 
passing. 

PART  119— LICENSING  OF  OFFICERS 

91.  Part  119  table  of  contents  is 
revised  as  follows: 

Subpart  A— General  Provisions 

Sec. 

119.1  License  defined;  classification  and 
licensing  of  Masters,  mates,  engineers, 
pilots,  and  motorboat  operators. 

119.2  Term  of  licenses. 

119.3  Appeal  horn  action  refusing  license. 

119.5  Revocation  for  parting  with  license. 

119.6  Employment  of  licensed  officers. 

119.7  Original  license  defined. 

119.8  Application  form. 

119.9  Service  records  and  endorsements. 

119.10  Age  and  literacy  requirements. 

119.11  Knowledge  of  first  aid. 

119.12  Physical  and  experience 
requirements. 

119.13  Burden  of  establishing  qualifications. 

119.14  Applicant  to  appear  for  examination. 

119.15  Reexamination. 

119.16  Raise  of  grade. 

119.17  Renewal  of  license. 

119.18  Sea  service  as  member  of  armed 
forces  of  the  United  States  or  the 
Republic  of  Panama  or  on  vessels  owned 
by  either  nation. 

119.19  Evaluation  of  equivalent  experience. 

119.20  Increase  in  scope  of  license;  removal 
of  limitations. 

119.21  Written  statement  of  reasons  for 
denying  license. 

119.23  Limitations  on  license. 

119.24  Oath  of  licensee. 

119.25  Duplicate  license. 

Subpart  B— Master* 

119.61  Master,  steam  and  motor  vessels; 
experience  required. 

119.63  Master,  non-self-propelled  floating 
,  equipment;  experience. 


Subpart  C— Mates 

119.103  Mate,  steam  or  motor,  experience 
required. 

Subpart  D — Pilots 

119.141  Pilot  Panama  Canal;  qualifications. 
119.143  Pilot,  United  States  Government 
local  vessel;  employment  requirement 

Subpart  E— Motorboat  operators 

119.183  Motorboat  operator,  age  and  job 
requirements. 

119.187  Operating  test. 

Subpart  F— Engineers 

119.221  Grade  and  type  of  engineer  licenses. 

119.222  Chief  engineer,  steam  vessels; 
experience  required. 

119.223  Chief  engineer,  motor  vessels; 
experience  required. 

119.224  Assistant  engineer,  steam  vessels; 
experience  required. 

119.225  Assistant  engineer,  motor  vessels; 
experience  required. 

119.227  Chief  and  assistant  engineer;  steam 
and  motor  vessel. 

92.  Part  119  authority  citation  is 
revised  as  follows: 

Authority:  Issued  under  authority  vested  in 
the  President  by  sec.  1801,  Pub.  L  96-70, 93 
Stat.  492,  EO  12215,  45  FR  36043. 

93.  Section  119,1  is  revised  as  follows: 

§  1 19.1  License  defined;  classification  and 
licensing  of  Masters,  mates,  engineers, 
pilots,  and  motorboat  operators. 

(a)  The  word  license  when  used  in 
this  Part  means  a  Panama  Canal 
Commission  license  unless  specifically 
identified  as  one  from  another  issuing 
authority. 

(b)  The  Board  of  Local  Inspectors 
shall  recommend  the  classification  of 
Masters,  mates  and  engineers  of  steam 
and  motor  vessels  owned  and  operated 
by  the  Panama  Canal  Commission,  and 
of  operators  of  U.S.  Government 
motorboats  operating  in  Panama  Canal 
waters,  excluding  pleasure  craft,  and  of 
Panama  Canal  pilots,  and  upon  such 
recommendation  licenses  may  be  issued 
by  the  Supervising  Inspector,  or  by  such 
other  officer  as  he  may  designate.  No 
person  shall  act  or  serve  as  a  pilot. 
Master,  mate  or  engineer,  or  operate 
said  motorboats,  unless  he  holds  a  valid 
license  to  do  so. 

94.  Section  119.2  is  revised  as  follows: 

§  1 19.2  Term  of  licenses. 

Licenses  issued  to  marine  personnel 
of  the  Panama  Canal  Commission  are 
granted  to  such  personnel  for  such 
periods  as  they  are  employed  by  the 
Commission  in  a  position  requiring  such 
license.  Annually,  all  marine  personnel 
licensed  by  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission  shall  have  a  physical 
examination  attesting  to  their  physical 
condition  to  perform  their  assigned 


work.  Such  examination  shall  include  an 
examination  of  the  applicant’s  acuity  of 
vision  and  color  sense. 

95.  Section  119.3  is  revised  as  follows: 

§119.3  Appeal  from  action  refusing 
license. 

An  applicant  for  a  license  as  Master, 
mate,  engineer,  or  pilot,  for  whom  the 
Board  of  Local  Inspectors  has  refused  to 
recommend  such  license  may  appeal  to 
the  Supervising  Inspector  or  to  such 
other  officer  as  the  Supervising 
Inspector  may  designate.  The  appeal 
must  be  entered  within  15  days  after  the 
final  action  of  the  Board.  Upon  the 
appeal,  the  Supervising  Inspector  or 
other  designated  officer  has  authority 
either  to  grant  or  to  deny  the  license. 

96.  Section  119.4  is  removed  as 
follows: 

§  119.4  [Removed] 

97.  Section  119.6  is  revised  as  follows: 

§119.6  Employment  of  licensed  officers. 

Only  persons  who  are  actually 
employed  in,  or  conditionally  eligible  for 
appointment  to,  a  position  subject  to 
licensing  under  this  Part,  or  who  can 
establish  that  they  have  a  bonafide 
intention  to  operate  a  U.S.  Government 
local  craft  within  Panama  Canal  waters, 
may  be  issued  an  original  license  under 
this  part  Renewals  may  be  issued 
irrespective  of  the  employment 
requirement  if,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Supervising  Inspector,  the  likelihood  of 
return  to  Canal  employment  or  other 
circumstances  warrant  renewal. 

98.  Section  119.9  is  revised  as  follows: 

§119.9  Service  records  and 
endorsements. 

(a)  Applicants  for  original  licenses  or 
raise  in  grade  of  license  other  than 
motorboat  operator,  shall  present  to  the 
Board,  to  be  filed  with  their 
applications,  letters,  discharges,  or  other 
official  documents,  certifying  to  the 
amount  and  character  of  their 
experience  and  names  of  the  vessels  on 
which  it  was  acquired.  Certified 
photostatic  copies  of  the  aforementioned 
documents  may  be  accepted. 

(b)  The  Board  shall,  when  practicable, 
require  an  applicant  for  Master’s, 
mate’s,  pilot's,  or  engineer's  license  to 
have  the  written  endorsement  of  the 
Master  or  chief  engineer  of  the  vessels 
upon  which  he  has  served.  Applicants 
for  license  as  pilot  shall  have  the 
endorsement  of  at  least  two  licensed 
pilots  as  to  their  qualifications. 

99.  Section  119.10  is  revised  as 
follows: 
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§  1 19.10  Age  and  literacy  requirements. 

To  be  eligible  for  examination  for  any 
license  an  applicant  must,  except  as 
provided  by  §  119.183(b),  be  at  least  21 
years  of  age,  and  have  the  necessary 
experience  as  specified  in  this  Part.  In 
addition,  an  applicant  for  license  as 
pilot,  Master,  mate,  or  engineer  must 
have  a  working  knowledge  of  the 
English  language.  Proficiency  in  English 
will  be  determined  by  the  Supervisory 
Training  Instructor,  Language  Training 
Program,  Office  of  Personnel 
Administration.  The  examination  will  be 
given  in  either  English  or  Spanish, 
according  to  the  choice  of  the  applicant. 

100.  Section  119.12  (a),  (f),  and  (h)  are 
revised  as  follows: 

§  1 19.12  Physical  and  experience 
requirements. 

(a)  All  applicants  for  original  license 
must  pass  a  physical  examination  given 
by  a  physician  recognized  by  the 
Commission,  and  present  a  certificate 
executed  by  the  examining  physician  to 
the  Board.  The  certificate  shall  attest  to 
the  applicant’s  acuity  of  vision,  color 
sense,  and  general  physical  condition. 
***** 

(f)  No  original  license  shall  be  issued 
to  any  person  unless  25  percent  of  the 
required  experience  has  been  obtained 
within  the  three  years  immediately 
preceding  the  date  of  application.  Such 
period  shall  include,  in  addition  to  the 
three  years  specified,  any  service  in  the 
Armed  Forces  of  the  United  States  or 
the  Republic  of  Panama  that 
immediately  preceded  or  interrupted  the 
last  three  years  spent  by  the  applicant  in 
a  civilian  status  prior  to  the  date  of  the 
application.  When  an  applicant  for  a 
license  as  engineer  does  not  meet  the 
requirement  of  this  paragraph,  but  is 
otherwise  qualified,  the  Board  may 
examine  him  and  recommend  to  the 
Supervising  Inspector  that  he  be 
licensed.  In  such  cases  a  license  may  be 
issued  provided  the  applicant  has 
satisfactorily  completed  a  90-day  period 
as  trainee  aboard  applicable  equipment 
of  the  Panama  Canal  Commission. 
***** 

(h)  An  applicant  for  a  license  may  not 
be  given  a  grade  of  license  higher  than 
that  in  which  he  has  served.  However, 
this  paragraph  shall  not  apply  to 
persons  qualifying  for  license  under  the 
Panama  Canal  pilot  Master  and 
engineer  training  programs. 

101.  Section  119.13  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  1 19.13  Burden  of  establishing 
qualifications. 

Applicants  for  licenses  must  establish 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board  that  they 
possess  all  of  the  qualifications 


necessary,  such  as  age,  experience  and 
character  before  they  shall  be  entitled  to 
be  issued  licenses. 

102,  Section  119.14  is  revised  as 

follows:  ' 

§  1 19.14  Applicant  to  appear  for 
examination. 

(a)  Except  as  provided  in  paragraph 
(c)  of  this  section,  before  an  original 
license  or  raise  in  grade  is  issued  to  any 
person  to  act  as  Master,  mate,  pilot,  or 
engineer,  he  shall  personally  appear 
before  the  Board  and  pass  a  written 
examination,  covering  such  subjects  as 
will  demonstrate  that  the  applicant  has 
sufficient  knowledge  of  maritime 
matters  necessary  for  the  license  for 
which  he  has  applied.  A  list  of  subjects 
to  be  tested  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Board. 

(b)  Applicants  will  also  be  required  to 
pass  a  practical  examination. 

(c)  Upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Board  that  he  do  so,  the  Supervising 
Inspector  may,  in  his  discretion,  issue  an 
original  license jeither  without  an 
examination  or'with  an  examination 
covering  only  subjects  of  a  local  nature, 
to  an  applicant  who  possesses  a 
currently  valid  marine  license  issued  by 
a  competent  national  authority  and  who 
is  otherwise  eligible  under  this  Part. 

103.  Section  119.16  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  1 19.16  Raise  of  grade. 

(a)  Upon  the  issuance  of  a  license 
involving  a  raise  of  grade,  the  applicant 
shall  surrender  the  old  license  to  the 
Board. 

(b)  The  Board  shall,  before  granting  a 
raise  of  grade  of  license,  require  the 
applicant  to  make  written  application  on 
a  prescribed  form. 

(c)  The  grade  of  a  license  as  Master, 
mate,  or  pilot  may  not  be  raised  except 
upon  the  certificate  of  a  physician 
recognized  by  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission,  attesting  that  the  color 
sense  of  the  applicant  is  normal. 
Applicants  for  raise  of  grade  of  engineer 
license  are  not  subject  to  this 
requirement.  Nothing  herein  contained 
shall  debar  an  applicant  who  has  lost 
the  sight  of  one  eye  from  securing  a 
raise  of  grade  of  his  license  if  lie  is 
qualified  in  all  other  respects  and  his 
vision  in  his  one  eye  passes  the  test 
required  for  the  better  eye  of  an 
applicant  having  vision  in  both  eyes. 

(d)  Applicants  for  raise  of  grade  of 
license  shall  present  to  the  Board  letters, 
discharges,  or  other  official  documents 
certifying  to  the  amount  and  character 
of  their  experience  and  the  names  of  the 
vessels  on  which  it  was  acquired. 

(e)  A  raise  of  grade  of  license  may  not 
be  granted  to  any  applicant  unless  25 


percent  of  the  required  sea  service  shall 
have  been  served  within  the  three  years 
immediately  preceding  the  date  of 
application.  Service  in  the  firmed  forces 
of  the  United  States  or  Republic  of 
Panama  shall  not  be  counted  in 
computing  the  three  years. 

(f)  Sea  service  acquired  prior  to  the 
issuance  of  the  license  held  may  not  be 
accepted  as  any  part  of  the  service 
required  for  raise  of  grade. 

104.  Section  119.17  (e)  revised  and  (f) 
removed  as  follows: 

§119.17  Renewal  of  license. 
***** 

(e)  A  license  as  Master,  mate,  or  pilot 
may  not  be  renewed  except  upon  the 
official  certificate  of  a  physician 
recognized  by  the  Commission  that  the 
color  sense  of  the  applicant  is  normal. 
Applicants  for  renewal  of  license  as 
engineer  are  not  subject  to  this 
requirement. 

(f)  [Removed] 

***** 

105.  Section  119.18  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  1 19.18  Sea  service  as  member  of  armed 
forces  of  the  United  States  or  the  Republic 
of  Panama  or  on  vessels  owned  by  either 
nation  as  qualifying  experience. 

(a)  Sea  service  as  a  member  of  the 
armed  forces  of  the  United  States  or  the 
Republic  of  Panama  will  be  accepted  as 
qualifying  experience  for  an  original, 
raise  of  grade,  or  extension  of  route  of 
license.  Such  service  will  be  subject  to 
evaluation  to  determine  its  equivalent  to 
the  sea  service  required  on  merchant- 
type  vessels,  and  to  determine  the 
appropriate  grade,  class,  and  limit  of 
license  for  which  the  applicant  is 
eligible.  An  applicant  may  be  permitted 
to  omit  the  examination  for  intermediate 
grades  of  license  if  his  experience  is  of 
such  character  as  to  qualify  him  for  a 
higher,  or  the  highest,  grade  of  license. 

(b)  If  a  person  who  has  served  in  a 
civilian  capacity  as  commanding  officer, 
Master,  mate,  engineer,  or  pilot,  etc.,  of 
any  vessel  owned  and  operated  by  the 
United  States  or  the  Republic  of 
Panama,  in  a  service  in  which  a  license 
as  Master,  mate,  engineer,  or  pilot  was 
not  required  at  the  time  of  the  service, 
applies  for  examination  for  license,  the 
Board  shall  evaluate  the  time  or  service 
and  allow  appropriate  credit  therefor. 

§119.22  [Removed] 

106.  Section  119.22  is  removed. 

107.  Section  119.23  is  revised  as 
follows: 
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§  119.23  Limitations  on  license. 

The  Board  may  limit,  as  appropriate, 
the  tonnage,  length,  horsepower,  type  of 
vessel(8)  and  the  waters  upon  which  any 
licensee  may  act.  The  Board  will  note 
any  such  limitations  on  the  license. 

108.  Section  119.25  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  119.25  Duplicate  license. 

If  a  person  to  whom  a  license  has 
been  issued  loses  his  license,  he  shall 
promptly  report  the  loss  to  the  Board. 
The  Board  shall  issue  a  duplicate  license 
after  receiving  from  the  person  a 
properly  executed  affidavit  giving 
satisfactory  evidence  of  the  loss.  The 
license  shall  be  issued  as  a  duplicate  by 
the  addition  of  the  following  written 
endorsement:  “This  license  replaces 

License  Number - issued  at - on 

the  above  date.”  The  duplicate  license 
shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as 
the  original,  lost  license. 

109.  Section  119.61  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  1 19.61  Master,  steam  and  motor  vessels; 
experience  required. 

In  order  to  be  eligible  for  a  Panama 
Canal  license  as  Master  of  steam  and 
motor  vessels,  an  applicant  must — 

(a)  Hold  a  currently  valid  Panama 
Canal  license  as  mate  of  steam  and 
motor  vessels,  and  have  served  at  least 
260  eight-hour  watches  in  charge  of  a 
deck  watch  on  Panama  Canal 
Commission  vessels  of  75  feet  in  length 
engaged  in  towing;  or 

(b)  Hold  a  license  as  Master  or  mate 
of  steam  and  motor  vessels  issued  by  an 
authority  outside  the  Panama  Canal, 
and  have  served  at  least  260  eight-hour 
watches  as  a  licensed  officer  in  charge 
of  a  deck  watch  on  steam  or  motor 
vessels  over  75  feet  in  length  engaged  in 
towing. 

§119.62  [Removed] 

110.  Section  119.62  is  removed. 

111.  Section  119.63  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  1 19.63  Master,  non-self-propelled 
floating  equipment;  experience. 

In  order  to  be  eligible  for  examination 
for  the  license  of  Master  of  non-self- 
propelled  floating  equipment,  an 
applicant  must  have  at  least  260  eight- 
hour  watches  of  experience  as  mate  on 
Panama  Canal  Commission  non-self- 
propelled  floating  equipment  or  such 
experience  on  other  vessels  as  the 
Supervising  Inspector  determines  to  be 
equivalent  thereto. 


§  119.64  [Removed] 

112.  Section  119.64  is  removed. 

§119.102  [Removed] 

113.  Section  119.102  is  removed. 

114.  Section  119.103  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  1 19.103  Mate,  steam  or  motor; 
experience  required. 

In  order  to  be  eligible  for  examination 
for  the  license  of  mate  of  steam  or  motor 
vessels  an  applicant  must — 

(a)  (1)  Have  graduated  from  either  the 
Panama  Nautical  School’s  program  for 
deck  officers,  a  maritime  academy  in  the 
United  States  recognized  by  the  U.S. 
Coast  Guard  for  licensing  purposes,  or 
from  another  maritime  academy  located 
outside  the  United  States  which  is 
determined  by  the  Supervising  Inspector 
to  have  standards  substantially  equal  to 
United  States  academies,  and  (2)  be 
participating  in  an  approved  Panama 
Canal  Commission  training  program  for 
Master,  steam  and  motor  vessels;  or 

(b)  Hold  a  license  as  mate  issued  by 
an  authority  outside  the  Panama  Canal, 
and  have  at  least  260  eight-hour  watches 
of  experience  as  a  licensed  officer  in 
charge  of  deck  watch  on  steam  or  motor 
vessels  over  75  feet  in  length  engaged  in 
towing. 

§119.104  [Removed] 

115.  Section  119.104  is  removed. 

116.  Section  119.141  (a),  (b),  (c)  and  (e) 
are  revised  as  follows: 

§  1 19.141  Pilot,  Panama  Canal; 
qualifications. 

(a)  An  applicant  for  a  license  as  Pilot, 
Panama  Canal,  Of  Vessels  Not  Over  225 
Feet  in  Length  Upon  All  Panama  Canal 
Waters  must  have  been  employed  by 
the  Panama  Canal  Commission  as  Pilot- 
in-Training  for  at  least  17  weeks  and 
must  meet  the  following  minimum 
requirements: 

(1)  He  must  have  served  at  least  three 
years  as  a  licensed  deck  officer  on 
vessels  of  1,000  gross  tons  or  over,  one 
year  of  which  must  have  been  as  a  chief 
mate  while  holding  a  license  issued  by 
the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  as  Chief  Mate 
Unlimited,  or  its  equivalent  as 
determined  by  the  Supervising 
Inspector;  or 

(2)  He  must  have  served  at  least  three 
years  as  a  pilot  on  vessels  of  4,000  gross 
tons  or  over  on  the  Great  Lakes  while 
holding  license  issued  by  the  U.S.  Coast 
Guard  as  First  Class  Pilot,  Great  Lakes; 
or 

(3)  He  must  have  served  at  least  two 
years  as  Master  of  Panama  Canal 
Commission  vessels  of  1,000  horsepower 


or  over  while  holding  a  Panama  Canal 
license  as  Master  of  Steam  and  Motor 
Vessels;  or 

(4]  He  must  have  completed  the  Pilot 
Training  Program  conducted  by  the 
Panama  Canal  Commission. 

(b)  An  applicant  for  a  license  as  Pilot, 
Panama  Canal,  Of  Vessels  Not  Over  526 
Feet  in  Length  Upon  All  Panama  Canal 
Waters  must  have  been  employed  by 
the  Panama  Canal  Commission  as  pilot 
of  vessels  not  over  225  feet  in  length  for 
at  least  12  weeks. 

(c)  An  applicant  for  a  license  as  Pilot, 
Panama  Canal,  Of  Vessels  of  Any 
Tonnage  Upon  All  Panama  Canal 
Waters  must  have  been  employed  by 
the  Panama  Canal  Commission  as  pilot 
of  vessels  not  over  526  feet  in  length  for 
at  least  52  weeks. 

*  *  •  t  * 

(e)  The  qualifying  periods  of 
employment  specified  in  paragraphs  (a), 
(b)  and  (c)  of  this  section  may  be 
shortened  or  lengthened  by  the 
Administrator,  upon  recommendation  of 
the  Supervising  Inspector  where  the 
pilot  demonstrates  other  than  normal 
competence. 

§119.142  [Removed] 

117.  Section  119.142  is  removed. 

118.  Section  119.143  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§119.143  Pilot,  United  States  Government 
local  vessel;  employment  requirement 

An  applicant  for  pilot,  U.S. 

Government  local  vessel  must  be  in  the 
employment  of  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission  as  Master  or  mate  of  a 
Panama  Canal  Commission  vessel  or  the 
employment  of  the  U.S.  Army  or  U.S. 
Navy  as  Master  or  mate  of  a  U.S. 
Government  local  vessel,  such  as  a  mine 
sweeper,  landing  craft,  patrol  boat  or 
tug,  or  he  must  be  conditionally  eligible 
for  such  employment. 

§  119.144  [Removed] 

119.  Section  119.144  is  removed. 

120.  Section  119.183  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  1 19.183  Motorboat  operato; ;  age  and  job 
requirements. 

(a)  The  Board  may  examine  and  the 
Supervising  Inspector  may  issue  licenses 
to  operate  motorboats  to  qualified 
applicants.  To  be  eligible  for 
examination,  an  applicant  shall 
establish  that  his  is  conditionally 
eligible  for  appointment  to  a  position 
with  the  Panama  Canal  Commission  or 
with  another  U.S.  Government  agency 
operating  in  Canal  waters  requiring  a 
motorboat  operator’s  license.  Licenses 
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to  operate  motorboats  will  be  issued 
only  to  the  extent,  and  subject  to  such 
conditions  and  limitations,  as  the 
Supervising  Inspector  determines 
appropriate. 

(b)  A  person  must  be  18  years  of  age 
or  over  to  be  issued  a  motorboat 
operator’s  license. 

121.  Section  119.184  is  removed  as 
follows: 

§119.184  [Removed] 

122.  Section  119.185  is  removed  as 
follows: 

§119.185  [Removed] 

123.  Section  119.186  is  removed  as 
follows: 

§  119.186  [Removed] 

124.  Section  119.187  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§119.187  Operating  test. 

An  applicant  for  motorboat  operator’s 
license  shall  pass  a  practical 
demonstration  of  his  ability  to  operate  a 
motorboat  properly  and  safely,  in  the 
presence  of  an  inspector,  or  submit 
satisfactory  proof  of  such  capability. 

125.  Section  119.222  (a),  (b)  and  (d)  are 
revised  as  follows: 

§  1 19.222  Chief  engineer,  steam  vessels; 
experience  required. 

In  order  to  be  eligible  for  examination 
for  the  license  of  chief  engineer  of  steam 
vessels,  an  applicant  must — 

(a)  Hold  a  valid  license  as  assistant 
engineer  of  steam  vessels,  meet  the 
experience  requirements  of  paragraph 

(a)  or  (b)  of  §  119.224,  and  have  served 
at  least  260  eight-hour  watches  as 
assistant  engineer  on  Panama  canal 
Commission  steam  vessels;  or 

(b)  Hold  a  valid  license  as  assistant 
engineer  of  steam  vessels,  and  have 
served  at  least  260  eight-hour  watches 
as  a  licensed  officer  in  charge  of  an 
engine  room  watch  on  steam  vessels  of 
at  least  3,000  horsepower;  or 
***** 

(d)  Hold  a  valid  license  as  chief  or 
assistance  engineer  of  steam  vessels 
issued  by  an  authority  outside  the 
Panama  Canal  and  meet  the  hourly 
watch  requirements  of  paragraphs  (a) 

(b)  or  (c)  of  this  section. 

126.  Section  119.223  (a)  and  (c)  are 
revised  as  follows: 

§  1 19.223  Chief  engineer,  motor  vessels; 
experience  required. 

In  order  to  be  eligible  for  examination 
for  the  license  of  chief  engineer  of  motor 
vessels,  an  applicant  must — 

(a)  Hold  a  valid  license  as  assistant 
engineer  of  motor  vessels,  meet  the 
experience  requirements  of  paragraphs 
(a)  or  (b)  of  §  119.225,  and  have  served 


at  least  260  eight-hour  watches  as 
assistant  engineer  of  motor  vessels;  or — 
***** 

(c)  Hold  a  valid  license  as  chief  or 
assistant  engineer  of  motor  vessels 
issued  by  an  authority  outside  the 
Panama  Canal  and  have  served  at  least 
260  eight-hour  watches  as  a  licensed 
officer  in  charge  of  an  engine  room 
watch  on  motor  vessels  of  at  least  3,000 
horsepower. 

127.  Section  119.224  (a)  and  (b)  are 
revised  as  follows: 

§  119.224  Assistant  engineer,  steam 
vessels;  experience  required. 

In  order  to  be  eligible  for  examination 
for  the  license  of  assistant  engineer  of 
steam  vessels,  an  applicant  therefor 
must — 

(a)  (1)  Have  graduated  from  either  the 
Panama  Nautical  School’s  program  for 
engineer  officers,  from  a  maritime 
academy  in  the  United  States 
recognized  by  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  for 
licensing  purposes,  or  from  another 
maritime  academy  located  outside  the 
United  States  which  is  determined  by 
the  Supervising  Inspector  to  have 
standards  substantially  equal  to  the  U.S. 
Academies,  and  (2)  be  participating  in 
an  approved  Panama  Canal  Commission 
training  program  for  chief  engineer  of 
steam  vessels;  or 

(b)  Have  satisfactorily  completed  an 
approved  Panama  Canal  Commission 
training  program  for  chief  engineer  of 
steam  vessels  of  at  least  four  years’ 
duration  and  have  completed  at  least 
260  eight-hour  watches  in  the  engine 
room  of  a  Panama  Canal  Commission 
steam  vessel  under  the  supervision  of  a 
licensed  engineer. 

*  *  *  li  * 

128.  Section  119.225  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  1 19.225  Assistant  engineer,  motor 
vessels;  experience  required. 

In  order  to  be  eligible  for  examination 
the  license  of  assistant  engineer  of 
motor  vessels,  an  applicant  therefor 
must —  \ 

(a)  (1)  Have  graduated  from  either  the 
Panama  Nautical  School’s  program  for 
engineer  officers,  from  a  maritime 
academy  in  the  United  States 
recognized  by  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  for 
licensing  purposes  or  from  another 
maritime  academy  located  outside  the 
United  States  which  is  determined  by 
the  Supervising  Inspector  to  have 
standards  substantially  equal  to  the  U.S. 
Academies,  and  (2)  be  participating  in 
an  approved  Panama  Canal  Commission 
training  program  for  chief  engineer  of 
motor  vessels;  or 

(b)  Have  satisfactorily  completed  an 
approved  Panama  Canal  Commission 
training  program  for  chief  engineer  of 


motor  vessels  of  at  least  four  years' 
duration  and  have  completed  at  least 
260  eight-hour  watches  in  engine  room 
of  a  Panama  Canal  Commission  motor 
vessel  under  the  supervision  of  a 
licensed  engineer;  or 

(c)  While  holding  a  license  as 
assistant  engineer  of  steam  vessels, 
have  served  at  least  130  eight-hour 
watches  as  observer-assistant  engineer 
on  motor  vessels. 

129.  Section  119.226  is  removed  as 
follows: 

§119.226  [Removed] 

PART  121 — INSPECTION  AND 
REGISTRATION  OF  VESSELS 

Part  121  is  amended  as  follows: 

130.  Part  121  authority  citation  is 
revised  as  follows: 

Authority:  Issued  under  authority  vested  in 
the  Commission  by  sec.  1813,  Pub.  L.  96-70,  93 
Stat.  493. 

131.  Section  121.1  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§121.1  Applicability  of  Part. 

Except  as  otherwise  specifically 
herein  provided,  the  regulations  in  this 
Part  apply  only  to  vessels,  floating 
equipment  and  motorboats  owned  or 
operated  by  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission  or  by  the  United  States  or 
any  of  its  agencies  operating  in  Panama 
Canal  waters. 

132.  Section  121.2(a)  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  121.2  Definitions. 

***** 

(a)  “Vessel"  means  any  vessel  as 
defined  in  §  111.2  other  than  a 
motorboat  as  defined  in  this  section. 

133.  Section  121.3  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  121.3  Inspection  of  vessels  merely 
transiting,  on  request. 

A  vessel  merely  transiting  the  Canal 
may  be  inspected,  fully  or  in  part,  by  the 
Board  of  Local  Inspectors,  upon  the 
request  of  the  owner,  agent,  or  Master  of 
such  vessel.  Such  inspection  shall  be  at 
the  expense  of  the  vessel  in  accordance 
with  charges  established  by  the  Canal 
authorities. 

134.  Section  121.43  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  121.43  Fee  for  inspection. 

Before  a  certificate  of  inspection  may 
be  issued  to  any  transiting  vessel,  or 
U.S.  Government  local  craft,  the  Master 
or  owner  of  such  vessel  or  other 
responsible  person  shall  pay  to  the 
Treasurer,  Panama  Canal  Commission 
the  fees  established  by  the  Canal 
authorities  for  inspection  and 
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examination  and  for  the  issuance  of 
certificates. 

135.  Section  121.89(a)  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  121.89  Boiler  steam  hours. 

(a)  Boilers  on  floating  equipment  of 
the  Panama  Canal  Commission  which 
are  inspected  by  the  Board  may  not  be 
operated  under  steam  for  more  than  the 
following  prescribed  number  of  hours 
between  boiler  washout  periods: 
***** 

136.  Section  121.90  introductory  test  is 
revised  as  follows: 

§  121.90  Annual  report  of  floating  craft  on 
hand. 

The  accountable  officials  of  the 
Panama  Canal  Commission  shall  furnish 
the  Board  with  an  annual  report  of  all 
vessels  and  floating  craft  on  hand  by 
January  1st  of  each  year.  This  report 
shall  show: 

***** 

137.  Section  121.92  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  121.92  Lifesaving  apparatus. 

Unless  otherwise  provided  by  this 
Part,  lifesaving  apparatus  for  vessels 
navigating  beyond  Panama  Canal 
waters,  and  subject  to  this  Part,  shall  be 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  general  rules  and  regulations  for 
vessel  inspection  of  the  United  States 
Coast  Guard,  or  with  the  requirements 
of  the  International  Convention  for  the 
Safety  of  Life  at  Sea. 

138.  Section  121.171  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  121.171  Registration  and  numbering  of 
motorboats. 

All  motorboats  shall  be  registered, 
certificated,  and  assigned  numbers  by 
the  Board  of  Local  Inspectors,  subject  to 
the  supervision  of  the  Supervising 
Inspector. 

139.  Section  121.173  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  121.173  Registration  and  numbering  of 
vessels  under  65  feet  in  length  not 
propelled  by  machinery. 

Vessels  not  more  than  65  feet  in 
length  and  not  propelled  in  whole  or  in 
part  by  machinery  shall  be  registered 
and  numbered  by  the  Board,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Supervising  Inspector. 

PART  123— RADIO  COMMUNICATION 

140.  Part  123  table  of  contents  is 
revised  as  follows: 

123.1  Radio  communication  defined. 

123.2  Control  of  communication. 

123.3  Radiotelephones  required. 


Sec. 

123.4  Advance  information  required  by 
radio  from  vessels  approaching  the 
Canal. 

123.5  Radio  communication  between 
vessels  in  Canal  and  other  vessels  or 
places. 

123.7  Operator  on  board  during  transit 

123.8  Precedence  of  messages  relative  to 
vessel’s  movements  and  Canal  business; 
use  of  vessel’s  radio  by  pilot 

123.9  Immediate  report  of  accidents,  delays, 
or  casualties. 

123.10  Operation  of  vessel  radios  in 
conformity  with  treaties. 

123.11  Radio  charges. 

141.  Part  123  Authority  citation  i* 
revised  as  follows: 

Authority:  Issued  under  authority  vested  in 
the  President  by  sec.  1801,  Pub.  L  96-70, 93 
Stat  492;  EO 12215, 45  FR  36043. 

142.  Section  123.2  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  123.2  Control  of  communications. 

The  Panama  Canal  Commission  shall, 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Part, 
have  control  of  radio  communications  in 
the  Canal  operating  areas  so  far  as 
concerns  or  affects  vessels  in  Panama 
Canal  waters  or  the  navigation  of  such 
waters. 

143.  Section  123.3  (a)  introductory  text 

(b),  (c),  (d),  and  (e)  revised  as  follows: 

§  123.3  Radiotelephones  required. 

(a)  Except  for  vessels  operated  by  the 
Panama  Canal  Commission  or  another 
agency  of  the  United  States,  the 
following  vessels  shall  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  this  section:  *  *  * 

(b)  A  vessel  of  a  type  described  in 
paragraph  (a)  of  this  section  shall  be 
equipped  with  a  radiotelephone  which 
can  be  operated  from  the  navigation 
bridge  and  which  can  be  used  to 
communicate  on  the  following  channels 
in  the  156-162  MHz  frequency  band: 

(1)  Channel  12. 156.600  MHz; 

(2)  Channel  13. 156.650  MHz; 

(3)  Channel  16, 156.800  MHz. 

(c)  A  vessel  of  a  type  described  in 
paragraph  (a)  of  this  section,  which  has 
notified  the  Chief,  Navigation  Division 
or  his  designee  that  it  is  ready  to  transit 
or  otherwise  navigate  in  Panama  Canal 
waters  and  requires  a  Panama  Canal 
pilot,  shall,  until  a  pilot  boards  the 
vessel,  maintain  a  continuous  watch  on 
Channel  12.  Channel  12  will  be  used  for 
notification  to  vessels  of  their  transit 
time  and  for  advisory  harbor  control 
communication  in  Limon  Bay. 

(d)  A  vessel  of  a  type  described  in 
paragraph  (a)  of  this  section  shall 
maintain  a  continuous  watch  on 
Channel  13  when  underway  in  Panama 
Canal  waters  without  a  Panama  Canal 
pilot  aboard,  and  shall  use  Channel  13 
only  for  ship-to-ship  or  ship-to-coast 


navigational  communications.  When 
such  vessels  have  a  Panama  Canal  pilot 
aboard,  Channel  13  may  be  used  only  by 
the  pilot  or  at  his  direction  for 
navigational  communications. 

(e)  The  signal  stations  on  Flamenco 
Island  and  in  Cristobal  may  be  called  on 
Channels  12  and  16.  Channel  16  may 
also  be  used  by  all  vessels  for  ship-to- 
coast  communications  with  steamship 
agents  or  other  commercial  businesses. 

144.  Section  123.4  (a)  is  amended  and 
(b)  introductory  text  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  123.4  Advance  information  required  by 
radio  from  vessels  approaching  the  CanaL 

(a)  Vessels  approaching  the  Panama 
Canal  shall  communicate  by  radio  to  the 
Navigation  Division  not  less  than  48 
hours  in  advance  of  arrival  at  the  Canal 
(or  earlier  if  radio  communication  is 
practicable  at  an  earlier  time),  the 
information  required  by  this  section 
unless  this  information  has  been 
previously  communicated  to  the  Canal 
authorities  by  other  means.  Symbols  of 
the  phonetic  alphabet  shall  be  used  to 
identify  each  item  and  the  word 
“NEGAT”  shall  be  used  after  the  items 
that  can  be  answered  “no,”  “none,”  or 
"not  applicable.”  The  following  items  of 
information  shall  be  provided: 
***** 

Delta — Any  changes  in  the  vessel’s 
name,  country  of  registry,  structure  or 
use  of  tanks  that  have  occurred  since 
the  vessel  last  called  in  Panama  Canal 
waters. 

***** 

India — Quarantine  and  immigration 
information: 

(1)  Is  radio  pratique  desired? 

(2)  State  the  ports  at  which  the  vessel 
has  called  within  15  days  proceeding  its 
arrival  at  the  Canal. 
***** 

(b)  The  following  additional 
information  shall  be  transmitted  via 
radio  to  Transit  Operations  Division 
from  all  vessels  as  applicable: 
***** 

145.  Section  123.5  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  123.5  Radio  communication  between 
vessels  in  Canal  waters  and  other  vessels 
or  places. 

Except  for  emergency  traffic  and 
routine  bridge-to-bridge  VHF 
communication,  no  vessel  in  transit 
through  the  Canal  shall  communicate  by 
radio  with  any  other  vessel  or  shore 
station,  local  or  distant.  This  restriction 
shall  not  apply  to  government  vessels  of 
the  United  States  or  of  the  Republic  of 
Panama. 
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146.  Section  123.6  is  removed  as 
follows: 

§  123.6  [Removed] 

147.  Section  123.7  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  123.7  Operator  on  board  during  transit. 

All  vessels  equipped  with  radio  shall 
have  a  qualified  radio  operator  on 
board,  available  to  operate  the  radio 
installation  if  necessary,  at  any  time  the 
vessel  is  underway  in  Panama  Canal 
waters  and  at  any  other  time  her 
navigation  is  under  the  control  of  a 
Panama  Canal  pilot.  Vessels  equipped 
with  radio  telephones  operating  on  the 
frequencies  designated  by  the  Panama 
Canal  Commission  are  deemed  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  this  section 
provided  they  have  someone  aboard 
capable  and  qualified  to  operate  such 
equipment. 

148.  Section  123.9  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  123.9  Immediate  report  of  accidents, 
delays,  or  casualties. 

Vessels  within  Panama  Canal  waters 
shall  report  by  radio  to  the  Canal 
authorities  any  accident  or  anything  else 
that  may  delay  them  or  require  - 
assistance,  any  sickness  or  casualties 
that  require  medical  attendance  or  any 
other  matter  of  importance  that  may 
arise.  If  a  pilot  is  on  board,  such  report 
shall  be  made  by  the  pilot  or  under  his 
direction. 

149.  Section  123.10  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§123.10  Operation  of  vessel  radios  in 
conformity  with  treaties. 

Except  as  may  be  otherwise  provided 
by  this  Part,  while  in  Panama  Canal 
waters,  vessels  equipped  with  radio 
shall  operate  such  equipment  at  all 
times  in  conformity  with  the  principles 
and  rules  stipulated  in  the  treaties  or 
conventions  to  which  the  United  States 
is  a  party. 

PART  125— SANITARY 
REQUIREMENTS:  VESSEL  WASTES; 
GARBAGE;  BALLAST 

Part  125  is  amended  as  follows: 

150.  Part  125  authority  citation  is 
revised  as  follows: 

Authority:  Issued  under  authority  vested  in 
the  President  by  secs.  1701  and  1801,  Pub.  L. 
96-70, 93  Stat.  492;  EO 12215, 45  FR  36043. 

151.  Section  125.1  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  1 25. 1  Discharging  vessel  wastes  into 
waters. 

(a)  Vessels  may  not  discharge  or 
throw  into  Panama  Canal  waters  any 
ballast,  ashes,  cinders,  boxes,  barrels, 


straw,  paper,  or  other  solid  matter;  nor 
discharge  heavy  slops,  engine  or  fire 
room  bilge  water,  oil,  or  any  other 
matter  that  will  tend  to  deface  or  make 
Canal  waters  unsanitary.  This 
requirement  does  not  apply  to  the  water 
used  in  cooking  or  in  cleaning 
tableware. 

(b)  Ballast  tanks  may  not  be 
discharged  in  Canal  waters. 

(c)  Before  arrival  from  sea  at  either  of  . 
the  terminal  ports,  vessels  should,  in  a 
manner  consistent  with  the 
requirements  of  the  International 
Convention  for  the  Prevention  of 
Pollution  of  the  Sea  by  Oil,  1954,  and  all 
amendments  thereto  which  are  currently 
in  force,  dispose  of  all  waste  forbidden 
to  be  discharged  in  Canal  waters. 

152.  Section  125.3  is  removed  as 
follows: 

§  125.3  [Removed] 

153.  Section  125.4  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  125.4  Removing  wastes  when  anchored 
for  considerable  time. 

A  vessel  anchored  in  Panama  Canal 
waters  for  a  considerable  length  of  time 
may  get  rid  of  vessel  wastes  by 
requesting  Canal  authorities  to  place  a 
garbage  scow  alongside.  This  service  is 
chargeable  to  the  vessel. 

PART  1 29— [REMOVED] 

154.  Part  129  is  removed. 

PART  131— NEUTRALITY  OF  CANAL 

155.  Part  131  is  revised  as  follows: 

Authority:  Treaty  Concerning  the 
Permanent  Neutrality  and  Operation  of  the 
Panama  Canal,  signed  September  7, 1977. 

§  131.1  Applicability  of  Treaty. 

Matters  concerning  the  neutrality  of 
the  Panama  Canal  are  governed  by  the 
Treaty  Concerning  the  Permanent 
Neutrality  and  Operation  of  the  Panama 
Canal,  signed  in  Washington,  D.C.,  on 
September  7, 1977. 

PART  133— TOLLS  FOR  USE  OF 
CANAL 

156.  Part  133  Subpart  B  table  of 
contents  is  revised  as  follows: 

Subpart  B— Levying  of  Tolls 

133.31  Measurement  of  vessels;  vessels  to 
secure  tonnage  certificates. 

133.32  Measurement  of  vessels;  making  and 
correction  of  measurement;  plans  and 
copies. 

133.33  Measurement  of  vessels;  temporary 
retention  of  certificate  at  Canal. 

133.34  Tolls  for  vessels  in  ballast. 

133.36  Tolls  for  vessels  making  partial 
transit  and  return. 

133.37  Partial  transits  by  small  vessels. 


157.  Part  133  authority  citation  revised 
as  follows: 

Authority:  Issued  under  authority  vested  in 
the  President  by  secs.  1601  and  1801,  Pub.  L. 
96-70,  93  Stat.  489;  EO  12215. 45  FR  36043. 

158.  Section  133.35  is  removed  as 
follows: 

§  133.35  [Removed] 

159.  Section  133.37  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  133.37  Partial  transits  by  small  vessels. 

Section  133.36  shall  not  be  interpreted 
as  authorizing  vessels  less  than  65  feet 
in  length,  or  barges,  or  rafts  of  any  size 
not  on  regular  transit  schedules  and  not 
paying  tolls,  to  navigate  the  waters  of 
any  locks,  or  of  Gaillard  Cut  to  or  from 
Gatun  Lake  in  partial  transit  of  the 
Canal;  specific  authority  of  the 
Administrator  must  be  obtained  through 
the  Marine  Director  for  each  such  partial 
transit. 

160.  Section  133.71(b)  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  133.71  Time  of  making  payment 
***** 

(b)  All  vessel  charges  shall  be  paid,  or 
secured  as  provided  by  §  133.74,  before 
permission  to  depart  is  given  a  vessel  at 
the  port  of  departure  from  the  Canal: 
Provided,  however,  That  in  cases 
involving  emergency  or  other  special 
circumstances,  the  requirement  of  this 
paragraph  may  be  waived  by  the 
Administrator  of  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission. 

161.  Section  133.74  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  133.74  Same;  exception;  payment 
secured  by  deposit  of  cash  or  bonds. 

(a)  The  payment  of  tolls  and  vessel 
charges  may  be  secured  by  making  cash 
deposits  for  that  purpose  with  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission  or  such  United  States 
depository  as  may  be  designated  by  the 
Panama  Canal  Commission. 

(b)  In  lieu  of  payment  in  cash  or  a 
cash  deposit,  the  payment  of  tolls  and 
vessel  charges  may  be  secured  by 
making  deposits,  pursuant  to  written 
agreement  with  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission,  of  negotiable  bonds  of  the 
United  States  Treasury  Department  as 
collateral  security  for  the  deposit  of 
public  moneys.  Such  bonds  shall  be 
under  the  full  control  of  the  Panama 
Canal  Commission;  shall  be  deposited 
with  the  Treasurer  of  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission  or  such  United  States 
depository  as  may  be  designated  by  the 
Panama  Canal  Commission  and  shall  be 
subject  to  sale  or  other  disposition  by 
the  Panama  Canal  Commission  upon 
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any  failure  in  prompt  payment  of  any 
bill  for  tolls  or  vessel  charges  for  which 
the  said  bonds  are  deposited  as  security. 

182.  Section  133.75  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  133.75  To  whom  payment  is  to  be  made. 

Payment  for  tolls  and  vessel  charges 
shall  be  made  to  the  Treasurer,  Panama 
Canal  Commission. 

PART  135— RULES  FOR 
MEASUREMENT  OF  VESSELS 

Part  135  is  amended  as  follows: 

163.  Part  135  authority  citation  is 
revised  as  follows: 

Authority:  Issued  under  authority  vested  in 
the  President  by  sec.  1601,  Pub.  L  96-70, 93 
Stat.  489;  EO  12215,  45  FR  36043. 

164.  Section  135.443  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  135.443  Substance  and  form  of  tonnage 
certificates;  blank  certificates. 

The  Panama  Canal  tonnage 
certificates  issued  by  the  measurement 
authorities  of  the  United  States  and  the 
several  foreign  countries  shall 
correspond  in  substance  and  form  to  the 
(prescribed)  sample  certificate 
(available  on  request  from  the  Board  of 
Admeasurement,  Panama  Canal 
Commission,  APO  Miami,  Florida 
34011).  Blank  certificates  will  be 
furnished  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Army 
or  Administrator  of  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission  upon  request  of 
measurement  authorities  of  foreign 
countries.  The  measurement  authorities 
of  any  foreign  country  may  also  provide 
themselves  with  Panama  Canal 
measurement  certificates  printed  in 


English  or  in  the  language  of  the  foreign 
country:  Provided,  That  such  certificates  . 
strictly  correspond  in  substance  and 
form  to  the  sample  certificate:  And 
provided  further.  That  if  it  is  desired  to 
have  a  certificate  in  the  language  of  the 
foreign  country,  there  must  also  be  a 
corresponding  certificate  issued  to  the 
vessel  in  English. 

165.  Section  135.483  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  135.483  Anchoring  of  warships  to 
facilitate  ascertainment  of  draft 

Every  warship,  other  than  army  and 
navy  transports,  colliers,  supply  ships, 
and  hospital  ships  (as  defined  in 
§§  135.1-135.3)  upon  applying  for 
passage  through  the  Panama  Canal 
shall,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
ascertainment  of  its  mean  draft,  be 
anchored  or  placed  at  such  station  or 
location  as  shall  be  designated  by  the 
Administrator  of  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission  or  by  the  officials 
authorized  to  act  for  him. 

166.  Section  135.484  is  revised  as 
follows: 

§  135.484  Commander  of  warship  to 
exhibit  vessel’s  displacement  scale  and 
curves. 

The  commander  of  every  warship, 
other  than  army  and  navy  transports, 
colliers,  supply  ships,  and  hospital  ships 
(as  defined  in  §§  135.1-135.3),  applying 
for  passage  through  the  Panama  Canal, 
shall  exhibit  for  examination  by  the 
Administrator  of  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission,  or  by  the  officials 
authorized  to  act  for  the  Administrator, 
an  official  document  containing  the 
vessel’s  curve  of  displacement  for 
change  of  trim,  and  a  scale  so  arranged 


that  the  displacement  at  any  given  mean 
draft  is  shown.  Such  document  or 
documents  shall  be  issued  and  be 
certified  as  correct  by  competent 
authorities  of  the  government  to  which 
the  vessel  belongs. 

167.  Section  135.486  is  revised  as 
follows: 

9  135.486  Determining  displacement  of 
warship  not  supplied  with  displacement 
scale  and  curves. 

Should  any  warship,  other  than  army 
and  navy  transports,  colliers,  supply 
ships,  and  hospital  ships  (as  described 
in  §9  135.1-135.3),  apply  for  passage 
through  the  Panama  Canal  and  for 
reasons  satisfactory  to  the 
Administrator  of  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission,  not  have  on  board  the  duly 
certified  document  or  documents 
specified  in  §  135.484,  the  Administrator, 
or  the  officials  authorized  to  act  for  him, 
shall  then  determine  the  displacement  of 
the  vessel,  using  such  reliable  data  as 
may  be  available,  or  by  taking  such 
dimensions  of  the  vessel  and  using  such 
approximate  methods  as  may  be 
considered  necessary  and  practicable. 
The  displacement  tonnage  so 
determined  shall  be  considered  to  be  the 
displacement  of  the  vessel. 

168.  Section  135.511  is  revised  as 
follows: 

9 135.51 1  Administration  of  rules. 

The  rules  of  measurement  provided  in 
this  Part  shall  be  administered  by  the 
Administrator  of  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission. 
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